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Home Court Advantage
by Jeannine (Carolan) Graf ’87

A new Convocation Center, to be built 
on the current site of Alumni Hall, will 
revolutionize the Stags home game and 
campus event experience.

Expected to break ground in the spring of 2020, 
plans for the modern and welcoming new 3,500-
seat, multi-use arena feature a state-of-the art 
broadcast and media center, luxury seating and 
lounge areas, and updated amenities. 
Pictured above: A game-day rendering of the proposed new Stags home court.

20
The Master Beekeeper
by Tess (Brown) Long ’07, MFA’11

Cesare J. ‘Skip’ Del Vaglio ’67, MA’76 is 
working to save the world’s honeybees.

As proprietor of Old Drone Apiaries at Frog Cottage 
in Sheffield, Mass., Skip DelVaglio is driven by a 
passion for honeybees. While producing award-
winning wildflower honey, he is also harnessing the 
power of education, apprenticeship, and research 
to help scientists determine a cause for the steep 
decline in worldwide honeybee populations. 
Pictured above: In full sting-resistant garb, DelVaglio holds up a frame from one  
of his busy hives.

24
Redeployed to Write
by Alan Bisbort

National Book Award-winner and former 
marine Phil Klay is Fairfield’s MFA 
writer-in-residence, a boon for the program’s 
military veterans receiving financial aid.

While taking advantage of a program that offers 
up to $10,000 in financial assistance, Fairfield’s 
MFA students who have served in the military are 
also finding resonance in the teaching – and 
writing – of Klay, a fellow veteran and writer. 
Pictured above: Phil Klay ( far left) walks with veteran MFA candidates (l-r) Ivan 
Cartagena, Jerri Bell, and Brad Baughman.

 
“ An upgraded facility makes an 
impression on prospective recruits, 
no matter what sport they play.” 
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In response to growing demand and strong interest from 
departments within the Graduate School of Education 
and Allied Professions (GSEAP), Fairfield University will 
introduce a new five-year program and a minor in special 
education at the undergraduate level. GSEAP will also 
offer a fully online dyslexia interventionist certificate and 
a low-residency sexual and gender minority mental health 
certificate. These new programs will serve to meet high 
demand in key shortage areas, and offer teachers and 
counselors specialized learning to better serve others in their 
community.

To learn more about the new special education five-year 
program and minor, or certificates in dyslexia intervention 
and sexual and gender minority mental health, please visit 
fairfield.edu/gseap. lF

ALUMNI PARTICIPATION  
RATE REACHES 20 PERCENT, 
MORE THAN $3 MILLION 
RAISED FOR FAIRFIELD FUND

Send your letters to the editor  
of Fairfield University Magazine  
to Alistair Highet at  
ahighet@fairfield.edu.

Dear Friends,
Fall has arrived, and with it has come the excite-

ment of a new academic term. We have welcomed 
more than 1,150 first-year undergraduates to 
Fairfield, young men and women from a diversity 
of backgrounds who have chosen our University 
as a place of formation and instruction at this criti-
cal moment in their lives — finding their way in the 
challenging new reality of campus life: encountering  
new friends, provocative ideas, inspiring faculty, 
and the unique traditions of a Jesuit education.

Every new academic year begins this way, with 
a palpable sense of new beginnings and hope for 
the future. This year we are particularly excited for 
the launch of our new Magis core curriculum. The 
product of many years of thoughtful deliberation by 

our faculty and our academic 
leadership, the new core 
builds from Jesuit, Catholic 
intellectual tradition while 
“meeting the world as it is,” 
in the spirit of St. Ignatius. It 
will ensure graduates from 
across our undergraduate 
programs depart Fairfield 
with the ability to write, to 
think across disciplines, and 
to always engage the world 
with a concern for others. 

Certainly, we have a great 
deal to feel excited about 
as Fairfield’s reputation 
for excellence continues 
to spread far and wide. 

Recently, we were recognized by the Princeton 
Review as one of the top universities in the 
country, placing 14th for Best Alumni Network, 
14th for Best Schools for Internships, and 19th 
for having the Happiest Students. We are also 
gratified to rank among the top 6 Catholic 
colleges and universities nationwide — joining  
the University of Notre Dame and Georgetown 
University amongst others in the top tier of this 
new ranking conducted by College Consensus 
(which aggregates publisher’s rankings, like that 
of the Wall Street Journal, with student reviews).

What is encouraging about these rankings is that 
they are recognition that our value-based, student-
centric, outcomes-focused approach is resonating as 

Fairfield is increasingly regarded as competitive and 
attractive on a national scale, and not simply as a 
regional institution. In traveling across the country 
and speaking with alumni and friends, I have been 
struck both by how tightknit our community is, and 
by the breadth and depth of our alumni’s activities  
in communities from coast to coast.

Becoming an institution of national scope is 
also important given the outlook for the future of 
higher education in the United States. The shifting 
patterns of demographics suggest that in order 
to thrive, Fairfield will need to continue to attract 
excellent students from all over the country and 
around the world. Certainly the location of our 
wonderful campus in the corridor between Boston 
and New York, our vibrant alumni network, and 
the quality and character of our educational experi-
ence make us a University that should be consid-
ered in this light; as an institution, we are moving 
intelligently and deliberately in this direction.

As you will read inside, one of the initiatives on 
the horizon that we expect to enhance our national 
standing is the construction of a new Convocation 
Center on the site of Alumni Hall. It promises to 
be a contemporary and versatile event space, which 
will serve as a home arena for our basketball and 
volleyball teams, as well as a convocation and meet-
ing center for University events. With contemporary 
broadcast technology, comfortable seating, and 
larger capacity, the new Center will bring us up to 
speed with our peer institutions, and will also serve 
as a center of activity — attracting more students, 
fans, and neighbors to our games and events, creat-
ing more energy on campus, and giving us a bigger 
venue to comfortably host gatherings at a level 
commensurate with our standards of excellence. 

We are grateful for all of your support, and all 
that you do as members of our community as we 
continue this move, this rise. We have an exciting 
year — an exciting decade — ahead of us, with much 
to be grateful for and much to look forward to.

With very best wishes,

Mark R. Nemec, PhD
President

Letter from the President

Your news could be featured in 
an upcoming issue of Fairfield 
University Magazine! Submit 
your updates through Class 
Notes within the Online 
Community and don’t forget 
to include a photo! Go to 
fairfield.edu/alumnicommunity.

“ Certainly, we have 
a great deal to feel 
excited about as 
Fairfield’s reputation 
for excellence 
continues to spread 
far and wide.”

GSEAP Programs 
Meet Demand 
in Key Teacher 
Shortage Areas

As a result of the exceptional  
support from dedicated 
alumni, parents, and friends 
during fiscal year 2019 (July 1, 
2018 – June 30, 2019), donors 
helped Fairfield achieve a 
20 percent alumni participa-
tion rate — the highest rate in 
recent years — and raise more 
than $3 million in Fairfield 
Fund gifts. This represents an 
increase of about 16 percent in 
alumni gifts and 11 percent in 
Fairfield Fund dollars raised. 

Gifts to the Fairfield 
Fund are unrestricted and 
immediately directed where 
needed most, so that students 

have access to resources 
that elevate their academic 
experience. Each gift received, 
no matter the size, is felt by 
students, faculty, and staff 
throughout campus. 

University-wide, 11,175 
supporters made a grand 
total of 13,757 gifts and raised 
$24,090,306. These loyal sup-
porters are helping to create 
new academic opportunities, 
improve athletics performances  
and facilities, foster faculty-
student research, and generate 
scholarship funds to ensure all 
Fairfield students have a trans-
formational experience. lF

Fairfield’s New Student Leaders show their excitement during 2019 Orientation.
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$2.64 MILLION AWARDED TO 
FAIRFIELD’S EGAN SCHOOL OF 
NURSING AND HEALTH STUDIES

In response to a growing interest 
among today’s writers to harness  
the power of prose to bring 
about positive change, Fairfield 
University’s Master of Fine 
Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing 
program is excited to introduce 
a new concentration of study in 
social justice.

As part of the new concentra-
tion, MFA students will have 
the opportunity to work with 
faculty members who have deep 
experience and commitment to 
the intersection of literary work 
and social change, and who can 
offer guidance on the theoretical, 
ethical, artistic, and practical 
elements of merging the goals of 
art and justice.

Included among these mentors 
is Huber, whose latest book, 
Pain Woman Takes Your Keys and 
Other Essays from a Nervous System, 
delves into the experience of 
chronic pain, the political views 

of disability, and the issue of 
healthcare access for women.

Marine Corps veteran and 
National Book Award-winning 
author Phil Klay, whose short 
story collection Redeployment ex-
plores the experience of soldiers 
in the Iraq War and the ways in 
which narratives of war experi-
ence get used interpersonally 
and politically, will also serve as 
a mentor.  

Fairfield University’s low-
residency MFA in Creative 
Writing is a full-time, two-year 
low-residency program that helps 
aspiring writers develop their  
literary voice, hone their craft, 
and make important connections  
that lead to publication and 
national recognition. lF

For more information about the  
program, visit fairfield.edu/mfa.

Fairfield MFA Program Launches  
New Concentration in Social Justice 

Fairfield University and the 
Marion Peckham Egan School 
of Nursing and Health Studies 
have been awarded a four-year 
grant of $2.64 million from 
the Health Resources Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
Advanced Nursing Education 
Workforce (ANEW) program. 
Joyce Shea, DNSc, APRN, 
PMHCNS-BC, associate dean 
for graduate studies, and Jackie 
Conelius, PhD, APRN, FNP-BC, 
track coordinator for the FNP 
program, are co-principal inves-
tigators for the project, called the 
Telehealth and Inter-Professional 
Practice (TIPP) program. 

The grant will support the 
University’s Nurse Practitioner 
and Nurse Midwifery programs. 
In addition to providing tuition 
support for the students, this 
grant will help the Egan School 

develop curriculum in the area 
of telehealth, including the 
use of digital information and 
technologies to access healthcare 
services remotely, which has risen 
in popularity within the medical 
field in recent years. Telehealth 
offers improved access to care, and 
mounting evidence supports the 
use of telehealth with patients who 
have chronic illnesses, cognitive 
impairments, mental health issues, 
or physical rehabilitation needs. 

The Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) is 
the primary Federal agency of the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services and is committed 
to improve health and access to 
healthcare for the medically under-
served through quality services, 
a skilled health workforce and 
innovative programs. lF

Forty-two students from public, 
private, and parochial high 
schools throughout Fairfield 
and New Haven counties were 
honored by Fairfield University’s 
School of Engineering and 
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation at 
the 23rd annual STEM Awards 
Luncheon held at Fairfield 
University on Tuesday, June 4. 

The 11th grade students were 
nominated by their respective 
principals and teachers for their 
excellence in the study of STEM 
subjects (science, technology, 
engineering, and math). In 
recognizing these exemplary 
scholars — tomorrow’s potential 
engineers, scientists, and start-up 
founders — the University hopes 
to inspire young people to study 
and pursue STEM careers. 

In his opening remarks, 
Richard Heist, PhD, dean of the 
School of Engineering, described 
how the convergence of 
engineering with disciplines such 
as physics, biology, and data 

science has resulted in major 
technological and scientific 
advances. Dr. Heist told the 
students, “When the scientists 
and the engineers put their 
heads together, very interesting, 
useful, and important ‘service to 
humanity’ things happen.”

Dr. Heist was joined by Mr. 
Chris Speights, director of 
Systems Engineering at Sikorsky 
Aircraft in Stratford, Conn., to 
present the students with medals 
and certificates. In his keynote 
address, Speights described 
company founder Igor Sikorsky’s 
vision to use a helicopter’s 
vertical landing technology to 
save lives, and encouraged the 
young scholars in attendance to 
realize their potential to be the 
next generation’s leaders in heroic 
innovation. When it comes to 
medical, social and environmental 
issues, he told them, “it’s not going 
to be the media or the politicians 
who solve the world’s challenges; 
it’s going to be the engineers.” lF

Local High School STEM 
Standouts Honored by School 
of Engineering and Sikorsky

For more than 40 years, 
Fairfield University’s post-
baccalaureate program in 
interior design has been 
providing designers-in-training 
with the necessary credentials 
to earn their professional 
certification in interior 
design. Once considered the 
University’s best-kept secret, 
the part-time program has 
gained tremendous momentum 
in the past 10 years. This fall, 
the program continues to 
grow and evolve as Fairfield 
becomes the first university in 
Connecticut to offer a master of 
arts degree in interior design.

The new master’s program 
provides an opportunity 
for students without any 
background in interior design 
to develop the creative skills, 
industry knowledge, and 
hands-on experience required 
to earn an advanced degree 
and professional certification 
in interior design.

Over the course of their 
studies, students will also 
be given the opportunity to 
develop a robust portfolio 
of design work, and qualify 
to become NCIDQ (National 
Council of Interior Design 
Qualification) certified and 
members of The American 
Society of Interior Designers 
(ASID) or the International 
Interior Design Society (IIDS).

To learn more about 
Fairfield University’s new 
master’s degree in interior 
design, visit fairfield.edu/
design. lF

UniversitNEWSy

Fairfield University has earned 
several key distinctions and 
high marks in recent national 
rankings, including a number six 
spot on the College Consensus 
list of the top 10 best Catholic 
colleges and universities in the 
United States. Fairfield is the 
only Connecticut school in the 
top 10 and joins the company of 
schools including Notre Dame 
and Georgetown in its placement 
at the head of the rankings.  

Fairfield was also named to 
Princeton Review’s nationwide 
list of the best 385 colleges for 
2020. Within this distinction, 
the University received high 
marks in several of the review’s 
national top 20 rankings, placing 
at number 14 for Best Alumni 
Network, number 14 for Best 
Schools for Internships, number 
16 for its location in the town 
of Fairfield, and number 19 for 
Happiest Students. Regionally, 

Princeton Review also awarded 
Fairfield a place on its Best 
Northeastern Colleges list for 2020.

The University once again 
made Money magazine’s annual 
list of ‘Best Colleges for Your 
Money.’ Placing at number 62 
of 476 ranked private colleges, 
Fairfield falls in the top 13% of 
private colleges and universities 
nationwide. lF

Fairfield Places High in National Rankings

NEW HEAD COACH OF MEN’S LACROSSE   
A coaching veteran with nearly two decades of collegiate 
experience, Andrew Baxter (pictured above on right, with 
Director of Athletics Paul Schlickmann) has been named the 
head coach of Fairfield University men’s lacrosse. Baxter most 
recently served as associate head coach at Yale University.

FAIRFIELD 
LAUNCHES 
MASTER OF 
ARTS PROGRAM 
IN INTERIOR 
DESIGN

Local high school juniors received medals and certificates at the 2019 STEM Awards Luncheon.
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Fairfield University’s Class 
of 2023 has made University 
history. Not only do they come 
from the largest applicant 
pool on record  — more than 
12,300 applications — this year’s 
group of first year students 
is predicted to be the largest 
and academically strongest in 
Fairfield’s 77-year history, with 
approximately 1,160 new Stags 
joining the herd this fall.

In addition to breaking the 
University’s previous admission 
and academic records, the Class 
of 2023 also sets a new record 
in the School of Engineering’s 

25-year history, boasting the 
largest number of first-year 
engineering students ever to 
enroll at Fairfield.

According to the Office of 
Undergraduate Admission, the 
Class of 2023 is approximately 
59 percent female and 41 percent 
male with students enrolling 
from 26 states, in addition to 
Washington, DC, Puerto Rico, 
and nine international countries. 
In keeping with Fairfield’s 
Jesuit tradition, 71 students 
are graduates of Jesuit high 
schools, while 195 have a legacy 
connection to the University. lF

Class of 2023 Makes  
Fairfield University History

UniversitNEWSy

After leading Fairfield 
baseball to a program-record 
35 wins this past spring, two 
Stags are continuing their 
careers in the professional 
ranks. Austin Pope ’20 was 
drafted in the 15th round by 
the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
while Jack Gethings ’19 inked 
a free agent contract with the 
Kansas City Royals. The duo 
represents the 28th and 29th 
Stags in program history to 
sign MLB-affiliated contracts, 
including seven during the 
eight-year tenure of Head 
Coach Bill Currier.

Pope, who was an All-MAAC 
and All-New England Second 
Team selection as the ace of 
Fairfield’s pitching staff, led 
the Stags’ starting hurlers with 
a .201 batting average against 
and finished second on the 
team with four wins, 77.0 

innings pitched, and 79 
strikeouts.

Pope reported last spring to 
the Missoula Osprey, Arizona’s 
Rookie Advanced affiliate in 
Montana as a member of the 
starting rotation.

The 2019 MAAC Player of 
the Year, Gethings is coming 
off of one of the best offen-
sive seasons in Fairfield 
history. He roped a program-
record 88 hits — including a 
record seven triples — and led 
the MAAC with a .364 batting 
average. Gethings was also an 
All-New England and ABCA/
Rawlings All-Region Second 
Team honoree.

Gethings made it to the 
Rookie Advanced Appalachian 
League, as an everyday starter 
in the infield for the 
Burlington (N.C.) Royals. lF

TWO STAGS SIGN 
PROFESSIONAL 
BASEBALL CONTRACTS The Ignatian Solidarity Network 

(ISN) honored Fairfield alumnus 
Eric Clayton ’11 for his social justice 
leadership, rooted in faith, at the 
first annual Ignite: A Celebration of 
Justice gathering held in New York 
City on Tuesday, May 21, 2019.

Clayton received the Moira 
Erin O’Donnell Emerging Leader 
for Justice Award. The award is 
given in memory of Moira Erin 
O’Donnell, who had served as 
ISN’s executive director for less 
than a year when she passed 
away suddenly and unexpectedly 
at the age of 33. The annual 
award honors individuals, ages 
23-33, who have received an 
undergraduate degree from 
a U.S. Jesuit university, and 
have demonstrated significant 
social justice leadership in their 
communities.

Clayton has been with 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
since June 2013 and is currently 
a senior program officer in the 
new Mission and Mobilization 
division. In this role, he provides 
strategic direction and narrative 
framing for the agency’s largest 
U.S.-based program, CRS Rice 
Bowl, and manages a small 
content team. Prior to joining 
CRS, he served in Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia with the Sisters of Mary 
Help of Christians. 

Founded in 2004, the ISN 
is a lay-led organization that 
collaborates with more than 150 
Jesuit universities, high schools, 
parishes, Catholic institutions 
and social justice partners. The 
network mobilizes more than 
20,000 members to take action 
on social justice issues. lF

Austin Pope ’20 was drafted in the 15th 
round by the Arizona Diamondbacks.

Recent Graduates Undertake 
Water Conservation Research 
in the Galapagos Islands
Recent graduates Natalie 
Intemann ’19 and Tania Arana ’19  
pursued an independent study 
project that culminated with 
a trip to Santa Cruz Island in 
the Galapagos last semester. 
They collaborated with Vasquez 
Mazariegos, PhD to develop a 
survey to poll tourists about their 
water usage, in order to provide 
data to address issues of water 
quality, water access, and sanita-
tion services on the Islands.

An archipelago off the coast 
of Ecuador, the Galapagos are 
known for biodiversity and for 
being the site of the Charles 
Darwin Research Station. Due to 

an increase in water usage from 
national and foreign tourists over 
the years, access to clean water 
is a critical issue – for visitors 
as well as permanent residents. 
Infrastructure and sanitation  
quality and service are lacking, 
which threatens the health of 
Galapagos inhabitants. 

Having completed their 
almost two-year research assign-
ment, titled “Paradise at Risk: 
Willingness to Pay for Improved 
Water Services of a Galapagos 
Island,” the alumnae presented 
their findings at Fairfield’s annual 
Innovative Research Symposium 
last April. lF

(l-r)Tania Arana ’19 and Natalie Intemann ’19 conducted research in the Galapagos.

Ignatian Solidarity Network 
Honors Fairfield Alumnus

Jack Gethings ’19 inked a free agent 
contract with the Kansas City Royals.

FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY NIGHT AT 
YANKEE STADIUM, SEPT. 20   
Join Lucas the Stag and the Fairfield community for the third 
annual Fairfield University Night at Yankee Stadium on Friday, 
Sept. 20 when the Yankees host the Toronto Blue Jays at 7 p.m. 
The first 1,000 Stags fans to purchase tickets as a part of the 
Fairfield group will receive a special New York Yankees jersey 
featuring the Fairfield Stags logo.

TONY AWARD-WINNER JOANNA GLEASON BRINGS 
SOLD-OUT SHOW TO THE QUICK ON NOV. 8   
Tony Award-Winning Broadway sensation (Into the Woods) 
Joanna Gleason will make the Connecticut debut of her sold-out 
NYC show, Out of the Eclipse, at the Regina A. Quick Center for the 
Arts on Friday, Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. For tickets visit quickcenter.com.

FAIRFIELD GRADUATE STUDENT 
KRYSTLE CLARKE SELECTED FOR 
PRESTIGIOUS NBCC FELLOWSHIP
Last spring, Krystle Clarke — a 
student in Fairfield’s Graduate 
School of Education and 
Allied Professions — was one 
of 20 individuals selected 
from among 700 applicants to 
receive a National Board for 
Certified Counselors (NBCC) 
Fellowship.  This competitive 
award is given by the nonprofit  
NBCC Foundation to support  
the graduate studies and 
professional development of 

minority counseling students. 
NBCC is the nation’s pre-

mier professional certification 
board devoted to credentialing  
counselors who meet standards  
for the general and specialty 
practices of professional  
counseling. The purpose of the  
NBCC Fellowship is to reduce 
health disparities and improve 
behavioral healthcare outcomes  
for racially and ethnically 
diverse populations. lF
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Family, friends, faculty, trustees, 
and administrators gathered with 
students on Fairfield University’s 
picturesque Bellarmine lawn, 
overlooking the Long Island 
Sound, for the University’s 2019 
Commencement ceremonies 
on Sunday, May 19. Fairfield 
University awarded 958 bachelor’s  
degrees, and 340 master’s degrees, 
25 certificates of advanced studies, 
and 33 doctorates.

At the undergraduate 
ceremony, Chris Lowney, 
co-founder of Jesuit Commons 
and vice-chair of the board of 
CommonSpirit Health, received a 
Doctor of Laws honorary degree 
and was the undergraduate 
speaker. Lowney inspired 
graduates to model cura personalis, 
and pointed to how their Jesuit 
education offers an advantage 
in navigating a complex world. 
“Fairfield has equipped you to 
discern the way forward, in your 
own lives, in our companies, and 
for our confused society.”

Lowney urged graduates to 
seize “leadership opportunities” 
every day and consider how 
they will influence others — by 
their example of how they treat 
the marginalized, whether they 
strive to use their talents well, and 
whether they behave with integrity. 

William Atwell, P’08 
was also awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree during the 

undergraduate commencement 
ceremony. As a member and 
chair of Fairfield’s Board of 
Trustees, Atwell has served the 
Fairfield University community 
for more than 12 years. He is 
currently managing director of 
Atwell Partners, LLC, a financial 
consulting firm, following his 
retirement as president of Cigna 
International. Marna Borgstrom 
was the third recipient of an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree. 
Borgstrom is president and CEO 
of Yale New Haven Health System 
and Yale New Haven Hospital. 
In 2017, Modern Healthcare named 
Borgstrom among the “Top 
100 Most Influential People in 
Healthcare.” 

Elisa Castelli ’19, a finance 
major from New York, was 
awarded the Undergraduate 
Loyola Medal for committing 
herself over the last four years 
to the Jesuit education ideals 
of maintaining high academic 
standards and substantial 
involvement in community service 
and extracurricular activities.

Lisa Angell ’19 was the 
Class of 2019 undergraduate 
commencement speaker. Her 
speech echoed the theme of cura 
personalis and Fairfield’s mission 
of educating the whole person, 
body, mind, and spirit in the Jesuit 
tradition. “We view the world 
differently now because of the 

Fairfield Celebrates Class 
of 2019 Achievements 
at 69th Commencement 
Ceremonies 

“ Bearing witness makes us complicit. What we’ve seen  
can’t be unseen — and we are left with a profound choice:  
do something or do nothing.”

    Billy Shore, Founder of Share Our Strength

Hearty congratulations were shared by Zaid Aparicio ’19 and fellow nursing majors.

The St. Robert Bellarmine Pre-Law Society was represented by exuberant graduates.

(l-r) The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, President Mark R. Nemec, PhD, Provost 
Christine Siegel, PhD, and Fairfield University Trustee Sheila Kearney Davidson ’83  
pause for a photo before the start of the undergraduate commencement ceremony.

Family and friends gathered on Bellarmine Lawn to proudly celebrate the achievements  
of Fairfield University’s Class of 2019.

Graduates and faculty make their way toward Bellarmine Hall on a picture-perfect  
Commencement day.

core curriculum,” she said, adding 
that “by gaining perspective across 
every subject, we can connect the 
arts, literature, history, sociology, 
communication, business, math, 
science, religion and yes, even 
philosophy.”

At the afternoon graduate 
ceremony, Billy Shore, founder 
of Share Our Strength and former 
Congressional appointee to the 
National Commission on Hunger, 
received an honorary Doctor 
of Laws degree and was the 
graduate commencement speaker. 
Shore spoke about sharing one’s 
strengths, bearing witness, and 

personal transformation in the 
context of social change. “Bearing 
witness makes us complicit. What 
we’ve seen can’t be unseen—and 
we are left with a profound choice: 
do something or do nothing.” 
Shore cautioned that, “the time 
we’re allotted to solve problems is 
limited and precious. Don’t wait 
until the mortgage is paid, or until 
you get the promotion, or until it 
stops raining.”

Hector M. Sanchez, the 
principal of Cesar Batalla School in 
Bridgeport, Conn., also received an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree 
at the graduate commencement 

exercises. Sanchez has made it a 
priority to forge a relationship with 
Fairfield University’s Graduate 
School of Education and Allied 
Professions, and the Center 
for Faith and Public Life. The 
Student Teacher Empowerment 
Partnership (STEP) has grown 
from this collaboration, focusing 
on improving literacy among 
Bridgeport school children, while 
providing learning opportunities for 
aspiring teachers in the University’s 
graduate teaching program.

The Graduate Loyola Medal 
was awarded to Kacper Laska 
’18, M’19, who received his 

Master of Science degree in 
mechanical engineering. Laska, 
who plans to pursue a career in 
the engineering fields of robotics 
and prosthetics, designated 
the $1,000 Loyola Medal 
monetary award to the School of 
Engineering’s 3D Printing Club, 
which he helped to found.

In concluding remarks, 
Fairfield University President 
Mark R. Nemec, PhD asked 
graduates to “carry forward the 
Ignatian tradition of the magis, 
seeking more from yourselves, 
from your colleagues, and from 
the world.” lF
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The Egan School will offer Connecticut’s first  
Doctorate of Clinical Nutrition.

Growing Strong
by Sara Colabella ’08, MA’11 

T he Marion Peckham  
Egan School of Nursing 
and Health Studies is ex-
panding its postgraduate 
program offerings with a 
new Doctorate in Clinical 

Nutrition (DCN) — the first of its kind in 
Connecticut.

“The education of nutrition professionals 
fits seamlessly with the Egan School’s  cur-
rent health offerings, and we are honored to 
offer the first doctoral nutrition program in 
the state,” said dean and professor of nursing 
Meredith Wallace Kazer, PhD, APRN, FAAN. 
“Ensuring leaders across social and healthcare 
environments who improve health outcomes 
for all, inclusive of underserved or vulnerable 
populations, is our goal. The Doctorate in 
Clinical Nutrition (DCN) offers an interpro-
fessional, competency-based health education 
program that will truly impact those we serve.” 

Developed to meet the competencies 
set forth by Accreditation Council for the 
Education of Nutrition and Dietetics, Fairfield’s 
DCN program will prepare students to be-
come registered dietitian nutritionists (RDNs). 
Although nutrition is often associated simply 
with what a person should or should not eat, 
RDNs are actually experts in the use of food 
science and nutrition to promote health and 
manage disease. 

Armed with a DCN degree, graduates of 
Fairfield’s new program will be equipped with 
the necessary knowledge, values, and skills to 
assess, manage, and evaluate common nutri-
tional problems through a cross-population 
perspective. Additionally, graduates will be 
educated in U.S. and global nutrition, dietary 
issues, and social justice as it relates to services 
and resources. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, employment opportunities for 

dietitians and nutritionists are expected to 
grow 15 percent between 2016 and 2026. This 
faster-than-average growth is due to an in-
creased emphasis on disease prevention, great-
er awareness of health and wellness initiatives, 
and the growing number of aging populations.

RDNs with doctoral degrees in clinical nu-
trition are qualified to teach at the university 
level, perform research, and advance in the 
field of dietetics within business, community, 
healthcare, government, and private practice 
settings.

When developing the program, Fairfield 
Egan partnered with Mackenzie Gordon, 
Fairfield’s on-campus dietitian through the 
food service provider Sodexo; Gordon has 
worked on a number of health and wellness 
initiatives on campus. They also consulted 
with expert faculty members from across the 
University — those with knowledge in health-
care leadership, informatics, evidence-based 
practice, population health, business manage-
ment, public health, biology, chemistry, and 
epidemiology. 

Fairfield has begun accepting applications 
this fall and classes will begin next year, in the 
fall of 2020. The DCN is a three-year full-time, 
or four-year part-time, program. It is compa-
rable to clinical doctorates in other health dis-
ciplines such as nursing, pharmacy, physical 
therapy, and medicine. Admission to the pro-
gram is open to students who have completed a 
bachelor’s degree in any discipline.

DCN students will first take courses in 
foundational nutrition and health competen-
cies, including: food science, fundamentals of 
nutrition, health assessment, physiology and 
pathophysiology, and pharmacology. They 
will then progress through higher-level compe-
tencies such as research, health care policy, or-
ganization and financing of health care, ethics, 

professional role development, and population 
health. 

Similar to other advanced practice nursing 
programs at Fairfield Egan, the DCN will use an 
integrated model of didactic and clinical educa-
tion in which DCN and advanced practice nurs-
ing students complete courses and clinical work 
together. This will allow for students to better 
understand each other’s roles, encourage col-
laboration, and influence health care outcomes. 

Upon program completion, graduates will 
be granted the required verification statement 
to sit for the national credentialing exam set by 
the Commission on Dietetics Registration and 
state certification licensure, if applicable. 

The Egan School currently has more than 
100 clinical partnerships with area hospitals, 
behavioral health facilities, state and federally 
funded health clinics, long-term care facilities, 
and other partners. “These field experiences 
will assist students in the integration of knowl-
edge, skills, and attitudes, and facilitate trans-
lation of knowledge from the classroom and 
simulation environments to practice settings,” 
said Associate Dean Joyce Shea, DNSc, APRN. 

According to Janet Hiser, MOE, RDN, 
CNSC, CDN, FAND, who will serve as director 
of the new clinical nutrition program, Fairfield’s 
DCN comes at a pivotal time for students in-
terested in becoming RDNs. “Beginning in 
January 2024, the Commission on Dietetic 
Registration will require a graduate degree, in 
addition to a verification statement, in order to 
sit for the national credentialing exam to be-
come registered dietitian nutritionists,” she said. 
“The DCN program at Fairfield University will 
not only meet this new requirement, but will in-
tegrate didactic courses along with experiential 
learning within the curriculum, to fully prepare 
graduates to take the exam.” lF

According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
employment opportunities 

for dietitians and 
nutritionists are expected to 
grow 15 percent between 

2016 and 2026.
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While other Stags 
might have dipped 
their toes in the water, 
Christian Burns ’20 
and Jordan Hamilton 
’22 spent the summer 

fully immersed — eight hours a day, five days 
a week — in the ocean. 

The two physics majors’ deep dive took 
place in a windowless lab of the Rudolph 
F. Bannow Science Center, conducting 
oceanographic research for a study led by 
Assistant Professor of Physics Robert 
Nazarian, PhD, of the College of 
Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Nazarian was awarded a 
$10,000 faculty research grant from 
the NASA Connecticut Space Grant 
Consortium to study the magnitude, 
distribution, and impact of ocean 
mixing — specifically as it occurs 
deep in ocean canyons around the 
globe. Through this grant, Burns and 
Hamilton were provided a stipend to 
work alongside the physics professor.

Ocean mixing — or the active 
turbulence of ocean waters due 
to wind, heat, evaporation, and 
salinity — is critical to the global climate 
system. “Mixing sustains the circulation of 
the ocean,” explained Dr. Nazarian, “and 
right now, climate models that are being used 
to predict future oceans states and future 
climates don’t accurately represent all of the 
physical processes that lead to mixing. The 
data we collected and studied will inform 
future iterations of these climate models, to 
make them more accurate predictors.” 

Underwater canyons — some of which are 
as massive as the Grand Canyon — intersect 
about 10 percent of the world’s continental 
slope (the region between the continents 
and the deep ocean). Within these hundreds 
of miles of ocean canyons live diverse and 
productive ecosystems. Ocean mixing 
inside these canyons clears the sea floor and 
brings up nutrients from the deep ocean to 
the shallow ocean, which is important for 
sustaining coastal marine communities.

The trio of Fairfield researchers 
relied on available global data sets to 
conduct their study, as well as collaborations 
with national climate centers and scientific 
researchers around the world. “Our focus at 
the lab in Fairfield is on the computational 
side,” said Dr. Nazarian, “and since we don’t 
have our own vessel, we’re really fortunate 
to have collaborators who go out to sea and 
collect the data for us.”  

Scripps Oceanographic Institute in San 
Diego, Calif., one of the largest oceanograph-
ic institutions in the country, was Fairfield’s 
primary research partner. On coastal cruises 
that lasted anywhere from a day to a couple 
of weeks, Scripps scientists took measure-
ments (temperature, salinity, pressure, etc.) 
off the side of their boats and deployed buoy 
and mooring systems to collect and transmit 
data used in the Bannow lab. 

 “It was not a one-sided process,” said Dr. 
Nazarian of the collaboration between the 

Scripps observationalists and the Fairfield 
modelers. “We used our models to pre-
dict where mixing would occur, and then 
we shared that information with Scripps 
to inform potential regions for future data 
collection.”

Ideally situated for an undergraduate’s  
skill set, Dr. Nazarian’s study allowed his stu-
dent research assistants, Burns and Hamilton, 
to conduct analysis using their backgrounds 
in physics, math, and computer science. 

Immersing himself in a summer 
of writing code and studying ocean 
mixing has equipped Burns with 
computational skills and knowledge 
that will serve him well. In the imme-
diate future, Burns plans to continue 
his work on climate models for his 
senior capstone project. 

Hamilton’s summer work, a 
tangential project to Burns’s, allowed 
him an in-depth look into “a topic 
that you just don’t get to learn about 
in classwork.” Using historical 
observations from coral records 
and other oceanic data, Hamilton’s 
research produced separate but 

overlapping findings on the mixing that 
occurred in ocean canyons 16,000 years ago 
— back when there was a lot more ice on the 
continents and a lot less water in the oceans. 

While the NASA summer research project 
answered the questions it set out to answer, 
it also “raised more questions, which makes 
it a springboard for future research projects 
and future papers,” Dr. Nazarian said. For 
now though, the Fairfield trio plans to take 
their requisite analysis and work it into a 
paper. “It’s really exciting and a wonderful 
opportunity for undergraduates to be co-
authors on a scientific publication.” 

Dr. Nazarian found encouraging consis-
tency between the simulated ocean mixing 
results they modeled in the Fairfield lab and 
the data collected off of the Scripps research 
vessels. “We couldn’t have done what we did 
without the ‘truth-testing’ of our observation-
al collaborators,” he said appreciatively. But 
Dr. Nazarian was also grateful to the Scripps 
seagoing scientists for a personal reason.

“I try not to actually go out on boats 
because I get really seasick.” lF

In a summer research project led by Robert Nazarian, PhD, 
physics students studied the impact of ocean mixing on global climate.

Fully Immersed
by Jeannine (Carolan) Graf ’87

Above: Christian Burns ’20 and Dr. Robert 
Nazarian review data in the physics lab of Fairfield’s 
Bannow Science Center. 

“It’s really exciting  
and a wonderful 
opportunity for 

undergraduates to be 
co-authors on a scientific 

publication.”
Robert Nazarian, PhD

Left: Scripps scientists aboard the research boat R/V 
Sally Ride prepare to lower a microstructure profiler 
into the ocean to collect data off the San Diego coastline.
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by Jeannine (Carolan) Graf ’87

In the not-too-distant future, students, 
alumni, and visitors who enter Fairfield’s 
leafy campus through the main gate 
will head a short way down Loyola 

Boulevard and arrive at a modern and 
welcoming new Convocation Center on the 
current site of Alumni Hall.

The new home of men’s and women’s Stags 
basketball and volleyball, the Center will 
boast a state-of-the-art broadcast and media 
center, luxury seating and lounge areas, and 
updated amenities that will truly make it a 
showpiece for the University. An exciting and 
comfortable gathering place for major student 
activities such as concerts and other pefor-
mances, the facility is expected to also be a big 
draw for the neighboring community at large. 

“The new arena will be a versatile, dynamic, 
and contemporary space,” said President Mark 
R. Nemec, PhD, “providing a much-anticipated 

upgrade in size, technology, and amenities.” 
“Combined with our continued commit-

ment to being a value-based, student-centric, 
outcomes-focused institution, the fulfillment of 
our Master Plan, Fairfield 2020: The Way Forward, 
has driven our rising trajectory and increased 
national identity. The ‘new Alumni Hall’ will 
be a capstone to this master plan, which will 
only further enhance our momentum.”

Planners envision an approximately 
85,000-square foot, 3,500-seat, multi-use 
indoor space to serve the University’s sport-
ing events, concerts, community gatherings, 
and convocations, as well as serve Fairfield 
Prep’s needs. Fundraising and project approv-
als are on track, and the facility is expected to 
be completed by 2021.

Set back from Loyola Boulevard and in 
keeping with the modernist style of the adja-
cent RecPlex, current plans for the structure 

A NEW CONVOCATION CENTER, TO BE BUILT 
ON THE CURRENT SITE OF ALUMNI HALL, 
WILL REVOLUTIONIZE THE STAGS HOME 
GAME AND CAMPUS EVENT EXPERIENCE. 

 HOME  
COURT
 ADVANTAGE

The new arena will have 
state-of-the-art scoreboard, 
lighting, and broadcast
technology. Two-thirds of 
the 3,500 game-day seats 
will have seatbacks for 
added comfort.
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feature a gently curving roofline supported 
by three-dimensional roof trusses — painted 
vibrant Fairfield red — visible through a front 
span of clerestory glass.

The facility will extend beyond the current 
Alumni Hall footprint on the southern and 
western sides. An expanse of green space — 
with a pedestrian walkway between the new 
arena and the Barone Campus Center — will 
be maintained, as will the current parking lot 
behind the building.

“We want people arriving on campus to see 
and appreciate all our great new buildings,” 
said Vice President for Facilities Management 
David Frassinelli, “but we also want them to 
have the perception that this is an open, green, 
and appropriately scaled campus.”

A LOOK INSIDE THE NEW ARENA

Frassinelli, who is overseeing the design and 
construction of the project, recently shared an 
early look at plans drawn up by Centerbrook 
Architects and Planners of Centerbrook, Conn.

In the current design, sports fans, concertgo-
ers, and event attendees who enter the arena 
from the main entrance will find themselves 
on a spacious concourse level, looking toward 
a large beer garden, satellite concessions, and 
access to seating that surrounds the court below. 

A notable feature of the concourse level 
will be the unobstructed sightlines. “Visitors 
will be able to see right through — across the 
court — to the other side of the arena, creating 

a new level of energy,” Frassinelli pointed 
out, because there are no walls. Adding to the 
open feel, a large expanse of westward-facing 
windows will offer outside views toward the 
Barone Campus Center. 

One floor above, plans call for an upper 
level Stags Club with a bar and conference 
room overlooking the court, and additional 
rows of seating. 

Frassinelli noted that two-thirds of the 
3,500 seats will have seatbacks, “which will 
make this venue a lot more comfortable than 
the current Alumni Hall.”

HOME OF MEN’S & WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, 
AND PREP BASKETBALL

With growing demand for the live broadcast 
of Stags athletics, the design of the new Center 
also includes the latest in today’s lighting and 
scoreboard technology on the lower court area, 
as well as cutting edge broadcast and audio sys-
tems. The upgrades will enhance the quality of 
the event experience for those in attendance, 

above: Exterior view from Loyola Blvd.

left: In addition to sporting events, 
the new arena will host concerts, 
convocations, and community gatherings.

right: Unobstructed sightlines and walls 
of glass will give an open feel to the 
concourse level.

and will also benefit remote viewers through 
advanced livestreaming and video production.

The lower (court) level will be accessible 
from the rear parking lot, and will feature areas 
to support Stags student athletes, including a 
film room, a team lounge, and a training room 
for taping, icing, and first aid operations.

Predicting that the new arena will quickly 
become an important University gathering 
space, President Nemec said, “This is exactly 
the kind of modern facility that students, 
Division I athletes, team supporters, and 
alumni expect to find on the campus of a uni-
versity of Fairfield’s stature.”

Although the official timetable for construc-
tion is still to be determined, the Convocation 
Center building project is expected to begin 
in the spring of 2020 and take between 18 and 
24 months. 

 If all goes as planned, the 10-time MAAC 
Champion Stags volleyball team could be 
moving into its new offices and lockers — and 
serving up its inaugural season on the new 
court — in the fall of 2021. Basketball home 
games would follow that winter.

Since the 2002-03 season, Fairfield’s basket-
ball program has split the venues for home 
games between Alumni Hall on campus and 
Bridgeport’s Webster Bank Arena at Harbor 
Yard, five miles up the road. Historically, fan 
attendance – including students – has been 
more robust at the games played on campus. 

“Cheering for your school’s teams at on-
campus sporting events is an integral part of 

the college experience. Students bring an infec-
tious energy and excitement to home games 
that inspires and motivates our athletes,” said 
Paul Schlickmann, Fairfield Athletics Director. 
“The atmosphere we anticipate at this venue 
will help us achieve a strategic priority of utiliz-
ing Athletics as an effective vehicle to enhance 
campus spirit and pride.”

There has been an overall uptick in atten-
dance at Stags basketball games in recent 
years from alumni as well as local residents, 
first-responders, and school groups. The Lil’ 
Stags club — which invites local children to 
embrace the Stags  — has been a success, and 
both the men’s and women’s teams have 
worked hard at community outreach to build 
relationships and excitement for those sup-
porting Fairfield’s teams. 

The new building will provide multiple 
opportunities for the University to deepen its 
relationship with town residents by providing 
them with a quality entertainment and sport-
ing experience.

Said Frassinelli, “The Center will have an 
important role to play for the entire University 
and Prep community, in terms of being a true 
community resource — a venue for events very 
similar to what we use Alumni Hall for today, 
but just serving them better.” 

And while basketball and volleyball will 
undoubtedly use the new arena the most, 
when it comes to recruiting Division I athletes 
to Fairfield University, the arena is poised to 
benefit all Stags athletics programs. 

“A modern facility makes an impression 
on prospective student-athletes, regardless of 
the sport they play,” Paul Schlickmann said. 
“ It demonstrates an overall commitment to 
Athletics by the University and will be trans-
formational in its impact on all our programs.”

FUNDRAISING ON-TARGET

With project costs estimated at $45 million, 
the planned facility marks the culmination of 
capital projects detailed in Fairfield’s Master 
Plan. Over the past three years, this multi-
phased plan has delivered on its promise to 
modernize the physical and technological 
structure of the Fairfield campus. 

“We are busy fundraising, and in true Stags-
fashion, we are seeing tremendous excitement 
and support from our alumni, parents, and 
friends,” said Vice President for Advancement 
Wally Halas. “This Center will bring our 
entire University community together and 
serve the town of Fairfield for years to come. 
It’s extremely important to the future of the 
Fairfield family, and it’s wonderful to feel that 
family come together in support of this effort.”

Final Convocation Center approvals from 
the Fairfield University Board of Trustees 
and the Town of Fairfield are on track, and 
the projected financing, which is critical, is 
proceeding as planned. lF

For updates on the status of this, and all recent and 
current construction projects on campus, visit  
fairfield.edu/construction.  

“THIS IS EXACTLY 
THE KIND OF 
MODERN FACILITY 
THAT STUDENTS, 
DIVISION I 
ATHLETES, TEAM 
SUPPORTERS, 
AND ALUMNI 
EXPECT TO FIND 
ON THE CAMPUS 
OF A UNIVERSITY 
OF FAIRFIELD’S 
STATURE.”

   — President Mark R. Nemec, PhD
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left: Thousands of busy bees — or Apis mellifera — in one of alumnus Skip Del Vaglio’s hives.
above: Skip Del Vaglio ’67, MA’76 harvests honey at Frog Cottage in Sheffield, Mass.

E ight beehives sat clustered 
together, surrounded by 
fences to protect them from 
bears. Thousands of hon-
eybees looped through the 
air. The morning smelled 

like sweet, wet earth. 
Cesare J. ‘Skip’ Del Vaglio ’67, MA’76 lifted 

a frame of honeybees from its home. The bees 
waggled and danced across the wax. With 
a puff of smoke, scores of the bees scattered, 
and Del Vaglio whisked the rest of them off the 
frame with a soft yellow brush.

It is bee season in Sheffield — a western 
Massachusetts town in the rural Berkshires — 
and for about a decade Del Vaglio, proprietor of 
Old Drone Apiaries at Frog Cottage, has been 
working on sustainably growing his apiary. 

Del Vaglio had a successful career in publish-
ing, with roles at education giant McGraw-Hill 
and a stint as CEO of Northwest Publishing 
Corporation, where he published several week-
ly community newspapers. Then for more than 
20 years, Del Vaglio owned his own printing, 
publishing, and direct mail company, Rollins 

Printing and Publishing, Inc., in Waterbury, 
Conn. After his retirement a few years ago, 
Del Vaglio decided to spend even more time 
with his bees, and stepped up to take part in a 
key research project that is seeking to provide  
answers to the global honeybee health crisis.

The world’s honeybee population has been 
in steep decline since the early 2000s and both 
scientists and beekeepers have yet to hone in on 
an exact culprit for the plunge. The total num-
ber of managed honeybee colonies in the U.S. 
has decreased from 5 million in the 1940s to 
about 2.66 million today, according to a USDA-
National Agricultural Statistics Service survey. 

Beginning in 2006, due to a disease called 
colony collapse disorder (or CCD, where 
the majority of worker bees in a colony 
simply disappear), some beekeepers began 
reporting losses of 30 to 90 percent of their 
hives. Populations of honeybees around the 
globe have been dwindling ever since, and if 
this threat of extinction continues the world 
could face an ecological disaster, because bees 
pollinate nearly one-third of food crops and a 
large percentage of wild plants.  

by Tess (Brown) Long ’07, MFA’11

The Master  
Beekeeper
Cesare J. ‘Skip’ Del Vaglio ’67, MA’76 is 
working to save the world’s honeybees.
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S o, what is actually causing 
bees to perish? Del Vaglio 
has set out to be a part of the 
solution, and has involved his 
community in the process.

“The University of 
Wisconsin-Stout was investigating a new 
infectious disease of honeybees,” Del Vaglio 
said. “Their studies led to the discovery and 
reporting (in 2016) of the Serratia marcesens 
strain sicaria (Ss1) bacterium, a potential new 
threat to hives, and when I read the scientific 
reports, it occurred to me that an advanced 
science program in a local private secondary 
school might be interested in participating in 
the research.” 

That’s when he was connected to April 
Burch, PhD, director of the advanced math 
and science department at Berkshire School 
in Sheffield, Mass. Dr. Burch jumped at 
the chance to give her students a hands-on 
experience with bees and research. 

James Burritt, PhD, professor and director 
of the biology department at University of 
Wisconsin-Stout agreed to have the group 

participate and provided the protocols for the 
research. 

The project, which launched last summer 
with eight 14- to 18-year-old students partici-
pating, began with lectures on honeybee life 
cycles and known hive pathogens. Then, with 
Del Vaglio’s help, the students reached out to 
beekeepers all over New England to solicit 
samples to conduct the study. 

“Skip is what you would call a ‘forever-
student’,” Dr. Burch said about Del Vaglio. 
“He’s a lifelong learner – driven by curiosity 
– who wants to use his passion for bees to 
not only make delicious honey, but to make 
a difference.”

Del Vaglio learned microbiology techniques 
and tested samples for mites and bacteria, right 
alongside the students. 

“The results identified only one mite sample 
that had the Ss1 bacterium. I participated in 
several of the protocol experiments,” Del 

Vaglio said. “And I must say it was quite an 
experience for this liberal arts person!”

While their research determined that the 
Ss1 bacterium may not be a current threat 
to New England hives, Del Vaglio’s work 
with Dr. Burch and the students at Berkshire 
School was published and archived, and will 
hopefully be logged as a stepping stone toward 
answers on population decline.

N ever in a million years 
did I ever think I’d be a 
beekeeper,” Del Vaglio 
said puffing some 
more smoke into his 
hive. “Growing the 

apiary, beginning to understand how to raise 
queens, growing our own bees year after year, 
responding to swarm calls — [it’s all] quite 
exciting and rewarding.” His careful, leath-
er-gloved hands moved swiftly among the 
frames, as he searched for the signs of hive 
health (eggs, the queen) or disease (mites or 
other pests). 

Del Vaglio, 74, recently graduated with his 
master beekeeping certificate from an online 
program at the University of Montana. 

What fascinates Del Vaglio about bees, “is 
their regenerative powers,” he said. “The way 
they just keep working and rebuilding.” 

Del Vaglio has some powers of renewal 
himself, it seems. Since graduating from 
Fairfield with a bachelor’s degree in 
government, and later with a master’s in 
corporate and political communications, the 
Connecticut native – who fondly remembers 
his coursework and friendship with the late 
Fairfield Emeritus Politics Professor Carmen 
Donnarumma — has operated press and 
milling machines, taught middle school 
English and science, and ultimately forged a 
career in printing and publishing. 

But he didn’t stop there; Del Vaglio — the 
survivor of a quintuple bypass and replaced 
valve — has run for public office at the state 
and local levels, is an active member of the 
Sheffield Kiwanis group and the UNICO 
National group of Pittsfield, and also serves 
as financial secretary of the Mount Everett 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. 

Back in the meadow next to his home, 
Del Vaglio’s own apiary is thriving. His wife 
Cynthia stays busy with bottling and label-
ing their award-winning honey. The couple’s 
three grown children — including Emily (Del 
Vaglio) Forsey MSN ’19, the youngest, who 
is a recently minted Stag with a family nurse 
practitioner master’s degree from the Marion 
Peckham Egan School of Nursing and Health 
Studies — enjoy returning home from time to 
time to test out the honey, which is also sold 
in many local shops.

In light of the world’s bee population 
realities, what keeps Del Vaglio optimistic? 

He believes the power of teaching, apprentice-
ship, and research in his own apiary and beyond 
will help amend the worldwide bee crisis. 

Even as Fairfield Magazine left his bee yard, 
Del Vaglio stayed back, in the blazing sun, 
working his hives, frame by frame. Hundreds 
of bees, their wings catching light, encircled 
him. lF

The world’s 
honeybee 

population has 
been in steep 

decline since the 
early 2000s and 
both scientists 

and beekeepers 
have yet to hone 
in on an exact 
culprit for the 

plunge.

above: Skip Del Vaglio ’67, MA’76, 
proprietor of Old Drone Apiaries, with 
his smoker in his bee yard.

top right: Local honey sign at Del 
Vaglio’s Frog Cottage in the Berkshires.

right: Del Vaglio’s award-winning 
wildflower honey.

below: Del Vaglio in full sting-resistant 
garb harvests honey from his bee hives.
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by Alan Bisbort

Down by Seaside Chapel on Enders Island, as the waves of 
the Atlantic Ocean lap over the coastal rocks behind him, 
Phil Klay talks writing with several military veterans who are 
enrolled in Fairfield’s MFA creative writing program.

Winner of the National Book Award for his first collection 
of short stories, Redeployment (2014), Klay stands on the 
glistening rocks with his back to the water while the students 
form a semicircle around him.

Participants in Fairfield’s MFA program come each 
semester for a 10-day residency on the island located off the 
coast of Mystic, Conn., to live in the retreat’s guest rooms, 
eat in the dining hall, and talk about their work. 

At the end of their time in this idyllic setting, the students 
head back to their respective homes to complete the 
semester’s curriculum under the mentorship of a writing 
program instructor. 

On this sweltering late July afternoon, Klay is relaxed as 
he walks the beautiful 11-acre grounds of Enders Island and 
talks about writing. “I’m a Catholic writer who had a Jesuit 
education, and the Jesuit worldview played a big role in 
shaping who I am,” said Klay. “Being at Fairfield is a good fit.”

Redeployed 
to Write 
National Book Award-winner and former 
marine Phil Klay is Fairfield’s MFA writer-in-
residence, a boon for the program’s military 
veterans receiving financial aid.

left: Left: National Book  
Award-winner Phil Klay who 
is serving as Fairfield’s MFA 
writer-in-residence. 

“ I’m a Catholic 
writer who had a 
Jesuit education, 
and the Jesuit 
worldview played a 
big role in shaping 
who I am.”  
 — Phil Klay, author
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In his long-sleeved, button-down oxford 
with its rumpled shirt-tail flying over his blue 
jeans, Klay looks every bit the charismatic 
young professor (he is 36). His obvious pas-
sion for teaching and, of course, the brilliance 
of his writing are what brought him onto the 
faculty of the growing writing program with-
in the College of Arts and Sciences this year. 

Klay’s Marine Corps experience infuses 
his writing, which resonates with the MFA 
students taking advantage of a program that 
offers up to $10,000 in financial assistance to 
veterans. Many have exhausted their GI Bill 
benefits, so the financial help is appealing, but 
that’s not the only reason they’ve chosen the 
Fairfield program. They’ve come because of 
Phil Klay — what they’ve read by him and 
what they’ve heard about him.

K lay taught creative writing at 
Princeton University before 
coming to Fairfield this year 
as the program’s first-ever 
writer-in-residence. His re-

sponsibilities currently include running the 
MFA residency program as the summer’s 
featured writer at Enders Island. He will also 
host workshops throughout the academic 
year to mentor the University’s creative writ-
ing students, and serve as a panel member at 
the Open VISIONS Forum series. 

Earlier in the day, in one of the cozy seminar 
grottos of Enders House, an early-20th-
century Arts and Crafts-style mansion, Klay 
led a two-hour class built around excerpts 
from the work of Vasily Grossman, the Soviet 
chemical engineer who became an unlikely, but 
unrivaled, war correspondent, particularly for 
his harrowing and heartbreaking descriptions 

MEET TWO MILITARY  
VETERAN MFA CANDIDATES

Jerri Bell

JERRI BELL
Jerri Bell, from Calvert County, Md., 
is one of two women veterans in 
the 2019 MFA student cohort. She 
served in the Navy for 20 years as an 
intelligence officer, retiring in 2008. Her 
assignments included antisubmarine 
warfare in the Azores, sea duty, and 
attaché duty at the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow, Russia.

She learned about the MFA program 
through social media. “I saw that Fairfield 
offered money for veterans whose GI Bill 
benefits had run out,” she explained. 

Since leaving the Navy, Bell has, she 
said, “stuck my toe in the pool of cre-
ative writing from time to time, until the 
criticism got to be too harsh. I thought 
I’d grown a thick skin after 20 years in 
the Navy, but this is different. It feels 
really personal.”

“There is a rich literary history of 
women writing about war, though it has 
not been recognized as such,” continued 
Bell, who with Tracy Crow (a former U.S. 
Marine) co-authored  It’s My Country 
Too: Women’s Military Stories from the 
American Revolution to Afghanistan 
(University of Nebraska Press, 2017).

“The assumption is that war is a man’s 
purview and they will write about it. But 
Edith Wharton wrote brilliantly about 
war, as did Marjorie Stoneman Douglas. 
Our expectations for women writers are 
just different.”

IVAN CARTAGENA
For Ivan Cartagena, the low residency 
MFA program at Fairfield is his first 
foray into creative writing instruction. 
A member of the Air National Guard for 
the past 21 years, he is now stationed in 
Atlantic City, having served in combat 
situations in Iraq. 

Cartagena realizes that the 
ingredients of the fiction he wants to 
write will eventually be drawn from his 
military experiences, but he has run up 
against a quandary that he hopes Klay 
can help untangle.

“Where do you draw that line 
between ‘real’ and ‘fiction’?” he asked 
rhetorically. “I still haven’t found that 
line.” He worries about revisiting some 

of the darker moments of his military 
experience — a common concern for 
combat veterans in any writing program.

“Some of us came back with PTSD,” 
he said. “It’s too painful and dark to 
write directly from those experiences. I 
haven’t even gotten to the point where 
I can write about the military, so I write 
about other things.”

Klay’s work “touches on the personal 
side of being in the military,” Cartagena 
noted. He particularly responded to a 
story in Redeployment about returning 
home after a deployment, “One of Phil’s 
characters says, ‘we can’t just come 
home,’ and that is so true. We can’t.”

Phil Klay (center) leads a discussion with veteran-writers in Fairfield’s low residency 
MFA program during their 10-day residency on Enders Island located off the coast of 
Mystic, Conn. 

of the Nazi siege of Stalingrad (1943) — one of 
the turning points of World War II. 

“What is the central conflict here?” Klay 
asked the class, after citing a passage from 
Grossman that involved blowing up a 
Wehrmacht tank. “It is not just a conflict 
about war and the likelihood that the narrator 
might die. It’s about his life back home. Do 
you see how it inverts the expectations of the 
reader? You get his backstory, even while the 
narrator is describing the war setting.”

K lay’s own backstory inverts 
some expectations. Raised in 
Westchester, New York, he at-
tended Jesuit schools, includ-
ing Regis High School in New 

York City, before going to Dartmouth, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in creative writing. 

“I first tried seriously writing in high 
school,” said Klay, who contributes essays to 
America, The American Scholar and The New York 
Times. “I was fascinated with how to make 

“ Creative writing classes 
are different than other 
classes. They often feel 
like an exploration for 
the professors, as much 
as for the students.”  
 — Phil Klay, author

sense of the world. I never thought, then, 
of writing as a career. I was reading writers 
like Flannery O’Connor, Graham Greene, 
Dostoevsky — people using fiction as a 
vehicle for getting at larger things.”

After graduating from Dartmouth, he volun-
teered for the Marines, explaining to one inter-
viewer, “I wanted to serve my country in a time 
of war.” As a public-affairs officer, Klay spent 
more than a year in Iraq’s Anbar province.

“I was not a combat soldier,” Klay is quick 
to point out. “I didn’t do any of those things 
depicted in the stories in Redeployment that in-
volved combat. But there is much of me in 
the stories, too. It’s hard to say which ‘char-
acter’ from Redeployment comes closest to me. 
They’re all me and they’re all not me.”

After completing his commitment to the 
Marines, Klay enrolled in the MFA writing 
program at Hunter College. Currently, he 
has completed a novel that is in the hands of 
a publisher. It’s about U.S. military involve-
ment in Colombia, post-9/11. 

In one of his stories in Redeployment 
(“Psychological Operations”) Klay skewers 
the scenario of a combat veteran ‘mansplain-
ing’ things to a woman and civilian back 
home in a way that suggests he believes he’s 
somehow superior, or demands the center 
stage, because he is a veteran of war. 

“That attitude has no place in my class-
room, or anywhere, really,” Klay said ada-
mantly. “Civilians have a role in conversa-
tions about war. My classes will have vets 
and non-vets.”

As for the attitude cited above, Klay con-
tinued, “The veterans I knew who partici-
pated in killing tended to speak about that in 
a way that was very different from the casual 
blowhard way depicted in the stories. There’s 
a mode of talking that a unit has within its 
own members that is different than the one 
that is used outside of the unit.”

Teaching creative writing, Klay has discov-
ered, is not an impediment to pursuing his 
own writing projects. “I find it stimulating 
rather than hindering to my writing to be 
teaching about writing,” he said. “Creative 
writing classes are different than other class-
es. They often feel like an exploration for the 
professors, as much as for the students.” lF

For more information, or to apply to Fairfield 
University’s Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing, 
please visit fairfield.edu/MFA.

Ivan Cartagena
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Grants&Gifts

College of Arts  
& Sciences
The Davis Educational Foundation gave 
$88,750 to support a two-year project entitled 
Civic Engagement through the Promise of Democracy. 
This new initiative will strengthen Fairfield’s 
education core and create open spaces that 
inspire and empower the entire University 
community to participate in the promise of 
democracy.

The Boehringer Ingelheim Cares 
Foundation has awarded $15,000 towards the 
B.A.S.E. Camp summer program. Through 
this initiative, female high school students are 
exposed to science through hands-on learning 
and laboratory experiences, and learn about 
college studies and careers in STEM.

The NASA Connecticut Space Grant 
Consortium (CTSGC) has awarded 
assistant physics professor Robert Nazarian, 
PhD, with a $10,000 faculty research 
grant to support a summer-long study 
on the global impacts of ocean mixing in 
submarine canyons. Dr. Nazarian is one of 
only 10 faculty members and 27 graduate/
undergraduate students in the entire state to 
receive a prestigious NASA CTSGC award 
during the Spring 2019 application cycle.

The Mathematical Association of 
America has given a $3,500 grant to support 
an initiative aimed at fostering an appreciation 
for mathematics among students at Fairfield 
Woods Middle School.

Charles F. Dolan 
School of Business
The Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation gave $25,000 in support of 
the Dolan School of Business Professional 
Development Series, an initiative designed 

to provide students with the knowledge and 
skills essential to successful navigation in the 
working world.

Marion Peckham 
Egan School of 
Nursing & Health 
Studies
The Paul L. Jones Trust approved a 
$40,000 grant in support of the Paul L. Jones 
Scholarship program, providing scholarships 
to nursing students who demonstrate  
significant financial need and are academically 
qualified to become leaders in the health 
field, particularly in service of medically 
under-resourced or underserved areas.

The Jonas Philanthropies foundation 
has approved a $30,000 grant to be 
earmarked for the tuition of two students to 
study in the Family Nurse Practitioner DNP 
program as Jonas-Flynn Scholars.

The Department of Health and 
Human Services, Health Resources 
and Services Administration has awarded  
a grant of $19,609 to Nancy Moriber, PhD, 
for the Nurse Anesthetist Traineeship 
program. The program provides educational 
support for eligible Fairfield University 
and Bridgeport Hospital Nurse Anesthesia 
Program students through financial as-
sistance. This assistance will help support 
the full-time status of nurse anesthesia 
students and allow them to enroll, partici-
pate, progress, and successfully complete 
Fairfield Egan’s graduate program. Through 
the partnership with Bridgeport Anesthesia 
Associates and Bridgeport Hospital, students 
have the opportunity to serve in workforce 
areas with populations that are medically 
underserved and classified as low-income 
population zones.  

Graduate School of 
Education & Allied 
Professions
Robie and Scott Spector have approved 
a $15,000 grant in support of the Ubuntu 
Academy summer program, which provides 
opportunities for literacy development to 
refugee and immigrant youth.

The National Writing Project/
National Park Service Collaboration 
Program Grant has awarded Bryan Ripley 
Crandall, PhD, a grant of $3,500 for the 
Connecticut Writing Project’s partnership 
with Weir Farm. The grant helped initiate 
a two-day summer workshop in which local 
educators visited Weir Farm in Wilton, Conn. 
to explore place-based critical pedagogies.

School of 
Engineering 
The University of Bridgeport 
Innovation Grant has given $5,000 for 
a project entitled “Guided Learning of 
Chemical Compounds Through a Mobile 
Platform,” led by engineering professor 
Mirco Speretta, PhD, and Aaron Van Dyke, 
PhD, of the College of Arts and Science’s 
Chemistry Department, and student 
Nicholas Richardson ’22. An additional 
$5,000 was given to another faculty/stu-
dent research project, “Fractal RF Power 
Harvesting,” led by Douglas Lyon, PhD, pro-
fessor of computer engineering with graduate 
student Mahitha Thikkavarapu ’21. The 
pair is working to create a power harvesting 
device that can be used for next-generation 
sensors. 

The Arts
The Samuel H. Kress Foundation 
granted $19,750 in support of the “Driving 
Engagement with the Kress Collection: 
Publication and Outreach” project, a series 
of educational initiatives designed to increase 
academic and public engagement with the 
works of art in the Fairfield University Art 
Museum’s Kress Collection.

The New England Foundation for the 
Arts continues to show its commitment to the 
Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts through 
several grants totaling $9,600. Funds will  
support programming and artistic residencies 
for artists such as choreographer and performer 
Nora Chipaumire, and award-winning writer, 
director, and actor Ain Gordon.

The Robert Lehman Foundation ap-
proved a $6,000 grant in support of the Edwin 
L. Weisl Jr. Lectureships in Art History for 
the 2019-20 academic year. The funds will be 
used to bring five scholars to campus to offer 
lectures on topics ranging from the sculptures 
of Rodin, to the art of Japanese lacquerware, 
to the work of contemporary Cuban artists. 

University Support 
& Scholarships
The Lavelle Fund for the Blind has 
renewed its support of the Brother Kearney 
Scholarship Program with an exceptional 
$250,000 pledge. The funds will be used to 
provide financial aid to undergraduate and 
graduate students who are legally blind and 
who demonstrate financial need. 

The Maguire Foundation gave 
$100,000 to enable students from 
Pennsylvania who are academically qualified 
to become leaders in their own fields and 
demonstrate significant financial need, to 
benefit from the transformative impact of a 
Fairfield education.

The William T. Morris Foundation 
gave $50,000 towards scholarships, enabling 
students from diverse socioeconomic 
backgrounds to receive a high-quality 
education at Fairfield University. Scholarship 
recipients are selected based on their 
financial need, academic promise, and 
commitment to demonstrating integrity of 
purpose and action.

The Ernest and Joan Trefz 
Foundation has given a $25,000 grant 
towards Fairfield University’s Community 
Partnership Scholarship Program. Funds will 
be used to enhance the financial aid available 
to students coming from underserved areas 
and empower them to dream big and work 
towards achieving their academic, personal, 
and professional goals. 

Centers
The Adolph & Ruth Schnurmacher 
Foundation approved a $50,000 grant 
to support the Carl and Dorothy Bennett 
Center for Judaic Studies and its many 

educational programs organized throughout 
the year to highlight the Jewish faith and 
history, while enriching culture and spiritual 
life on campus and in the community. 

The Center for Faith and Public Life 
was awarded a third year of support from 
the Campus Compact for Southern 
New England AmeriCorps VISTA 
Program. The grant, funded by the federal 
Corporation for National and Community 
Service, will provide a full-time staff 
position that will support the activities of the 
partnership between Fairfield University’s 
Graduate School of Education and Allied 
Professions, the Center for Faith and Public 
Life, and Cesar Batalla School, a PreK-8 
public school in Bridgeport. The partnership, 
active since 2011, engages hundreds of 
Fairfield University students each year 
as tutors and mentors, offers professional 
development for Bridgeport school teachers, 
and provides opportunities for Bridgeport 
students to engage the Fairfield University 
community through on-campus visits. lF

Nursing major Katrina Balzotti ’21 listens intently to an art history lecture.

A Selection of Grants and Gifts Received from Private  
and Public Foundations, and Corporations

 “The Carl and Dorothy Bennett Center for  
Judaic Studies organizes programs that highlight 
Jewish faith and history throughout the year, to enrich 
the culture and spiritual life of Fairfield.”
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50th Reunion for the Class of 1969
In May, members of the Class of 1969 and their guests returned home to Fairfield to 
celebrate their 50th Reunion. This “Reunion of a Lifetime,” a yearly tradition since 
2001, provides alumni who graduated 50 years ago the chance to reunite, reminisce, 
and reconnect with classmates and their alma mater to mark this special milestone on 
their Fairfield journey. 

This year, 51 members of the Class of 1969 returned home to Fairfield and joined 
in the weekend’s festivities, which included a Welcome Back luncheon with President 
Nemec and a dinner on Friday. A campus tour on Saturday allowed the Class the 
opportunity to see and walk through some of Fairfield’s newest facilities, including the 
Tully Dining Commons and the Leslie C. Quick Jr. Recreation Complex (RecPlex). 
The highlight of the weekend was the “Golden Stags” Induction Ceremony and 
Luncheon during which President Nemec formally inducted the Class of 1969 into 
this prestigious group of alumni who have marked the 50-year anniversary of their 
Commencement. Alumni Association President Kristin McMahon ’87, P’21,’20 read 
each inductee’s name aloud as they received their commemorative anniversary medal 
from President Nemec. To conclude the ceremony, President Nemec and McMahon 
led a champagne toast to the Class of 1969’s 50th Reunion. After the traditional 
Baccalaureate Mass in Alumni Hall that afternoon, the Class celebrated with an 
evening of dinner and dancing. 

The weekend concluded on Sunday as the Class processed proudly with the 
graduates of the Class of 2019 in the undergraduate Commencement ceremony.  
Congratulations to our newest “Golden Stags!”

To view additional photos, visit  
www.fairfield.edu/reunionphotos.

ON THE WEEKEND 
OF JUNE 7 – 9, 

MORE THAN 1,600 
ALUMNI AND 

GUESTS CAME 
BACK HOME 

FOR REUNION 
WEEKEND 2019.

REUNION 
2019

Under sunny blue skies, alumni in classes 
ending with a 4 or 9 celebrated their 5th 
through 45th Reunions. The weekend 
kicked off on Friday night with receptions 
around campus and, for the 25th Reunion 
Class of 1994, at the Seagrape, where the 
alumni band Screaming Viking enter-
tained classmates all night long.

On Saturday, the festivities continued 
with the traditional Fun Run, a tour 
of the new facilities on campus led by 
Rev. Charles Allen, S.J., and James D. 
Fitzpatrick ’70, MA’72, P’08, assistant vice 
president of administration and student 
affairs, and a “Meet the Faces of Fairfield” 
open house, where alumni had the oppor-
tunity to meet President Mark R. Nemec, 
PhD, new men’s basketball coach Jay 
Young, and several other members of the 
administration and faculty. 

That afternoon, guests at the Taste of 
Fairfield sampled food from 10 different 
local vendors, had their photos taken with 
Lucas, and listened to the all-alumni band 
St. Hubbins. A special Reunion Mass was 
held in Egan Chapel, at which departed 
members of the Reunion classes were 
remembered. The night was capped off 
with dinner and dancing under the tent on 
Bellarmine Lawn.

The University partnered with 
alumni-owned businesses throughout the 
weekend, including Black Hog Brewing 
Company (Mike Egmont ’95 and Tom 
Sobocinski ’14), The Cheese Truck (Tom 
Sobocinski ’14), and DJ International  
( Joe Polletta ’11).

Class of 2014 alumni gather for a photo op in front of  
Bellarmine Hall.

Nearly 1,100 alumni enjoyed the dinner dance on  
Bellarmine lawn.

Class of 1969 alumni represented the 50th Anniversary Class in the 2019 Commencement Procession.

 Members of the 50th Reunion class gathered at the Golden Stags Induction Ceremony and Luncheon.

View additional photos and a video at fairfield.edu/50threunion. 
Class of 1970: Save the date for your 50th Reunion: May 15-17, 2020!

Friends from the Class of 1989 enjoy a break in the 
shade at the Taste of Fairfield.

Members of the Class of 1974 reconnect at the Taste of Fairfield event. (l-r): Jim Brasser, Phil Bardoody, Rich Fitol, 
Mark Prisloe, Nancy Cristino, and Frank Small.

Class of 1994 alumnae pose at their 25th Reunion Toast. (l-r): Peg Oliveira, Kristin (Carolla) Piraneo, Marianne (Monti) 
Wallace, Lisa (Flaherty) Baker, and Maureen Shove-Brown.
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1960
’64 | J. Kevin Dorsey was 
recruited to be the interim president 
of Southern Illinois University (SIU) 
in July 2018. Dorsey served for 14 
years as the dean of the SIU School 
of Medicine, and had returned to 
teaching for two and a half years 
prior to his recent recruitment.

1980
’82 | Stuart McGuigan has 
been appointed to the role of chief 
information officer (CIO) for the 
U.S. Department of State. In his 
role, McGuigan establishes technical 
strategic direction and oversees $2.4 
billion in technology programs across 
the Department. He was previously 
the CIO for Johnson & Johnson. 

’86 | David DeFusco MFA ’13  
authored a short story, “Small 
Victories,” which was a finalist for a 
New Rivers Press top prize and will 
appear in the anthology American 
Fiction Volume 17: The Best Unpublished 
Stories by New and Emerging Authors, to 
be published in November 2019.

Patrick McGarry graduated from 
the University of Florida Executive 
MBA program in April 2018. 
McGarry accepted a new position 
as senior director with Power Costs, 
Inc. where he will be engaged in the 
business development and product 
management of a new Energy Trade 
and Risk Management platform for 
energy market participants across the 
country.

’89 | Joseph T. Kennedy, 
executive vice president, general 
counsel and strategic initiatives at 
Amarin Corporation, was recently 
featured in The GC Powerlist, a 
publication that highlights the most 
influential and innovative in-house 
counsel in business today. Additionally, 
Kennedy was featured in the January 
2019 issue of Corporate Counsel magazine.

1990
’91 | James Donnelly was 
hired as director of Issues and 
Crisis Management by M Booth, 
a progressive communications 
agency under the Next Fifteen 
Communications Group. Donnelly 
oversees an expanding suite of 
offerings that includes resiliency 
programs and support services to 
guide clients through emerging crises 

or persistent issues. Prior to joining 
M Booth, Donnelly spent 25 years at 
Ketchum, where he was a founding 
member of the agency’s first formal 
issues/crisis team and led one of its 
largest issues/crisis units. In 2018, 
Donnelly authored the leadoff chapter 
for The New Rules of Crisis Management 
eBook, now in its second edition. He 
is a frequent industry speaker and 
panelist, and guest lecturer at Boston 
University, UNC Charlotte, NYIT, and 
Queens University, among others. 

’97 | Adam J. McInerney of 
North Caldwell, N.J., has been named 
one of four new partners at his firm, 
Riker Danzig Scherer Hyland & 
Perretti LLP. He primarily concentrates 
his practice in the representation 
of companies and management 
employees in employment-related 
litigation in state and federal court, 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, and various state 
agencies.   He earned his JD from 

Seton Hall University School of Law. 
McInerney is the former judicial clerk 
to the Hon. Donald G. Collester 
Jr., Superior Court of New Jersey, 
Appellate Division.

’99 | David Dzurec’s new book, 
Our Suffering Brethren: Foreign Captivity 
and Nationalism in the Early United States, 
which explores the critical role played 
by stories of American captivity in 
North America, Europe, and Africa in 
the Republic’s first decades, and the 
impact this had on Early American 
political culture, is soon to be released.

2000
’01 | John Hammond III was just 
named to On Wall Street’s “40 Under 
40” list, a prestigious annual list of 
the nation’s highest-producing wealth 
management advisors under the age 
of 40. Hammond is ranked #12 in the 
country and has been with Merrill 
Lynch since 2002. Today, he manages 
approximately 250 client relationships 
from his Northbrook, Ill. office, and 
his practice has roughly $1 billion in 
assets under management. 

’02 | Kenneth Dunaj MA’05 
recently became assistant principal at 
Seymour Middle School in Seymour, 
Conn.

’06 | Clare Faurote MBA’09 was 
promoted to associate athletics director 
for academic services at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

’09 | Jennifer Booton, a career 
journalist, is living in a van with 
her dog and is traveling full-time 
to sky dive and write for an online 
media startup called SportTechie. 
She is building a website and vlog 
to promote and share her van life 
experiences with others.

AlumniNOTES
Anna Pavlick ’84  
Stubborn With a Purpose 

by Meredith Guinness

A nna Pavlick ’84, DO, was   
sitting in her third-grade 
classroom when the teacher 
passed out a new copy 
of Weekly Reader and she 
turned it over to see the 

back cover. Staring back at the eight-year-old 
was a blown-up photo of a cancer cell, in a 
short story about the elusive, deadly disease 
and how scientists were hoping to conquer it.

“I came home and I said, ‘I want to be a 
cancer doctor and figure this out,’” Pavlick 
said recently. “And I’ve never wavered in 
that.”

“Never wavered” is an understatement. 
That bright little girl is now a sought-after 
medical oncologist and professor of medicine 
and dermatology at New York University’s 
(NYU) Perlmutter Cancer Center, having 

joined the team there about 20 years ago. 
In fact, she leads a seasoned research team 
that has, over the past seven years, been part 
of the groundbreaking clinical trials of eight 
FDA-approved drugs credited with bringing 
the melanoma survival rate up from  
5 percent to an astounding 65 percent.  

None of this would come as a surprise 
to Pavlick’s friends at Fairfield. Arriving on 
campus as a pre-med biology major in 1980, 
the New Jersey native soon gravitated to the 
nursing school, where she envied friends who 
got to interact with patients every day. She 
got it in her head to complete an unheard-of 
double major in biology and nursing. 

The dean of the nursing school cautioned 
against it, as did Pavlick’s mentor for pre-
med biology. But she persevered, taking 18 
to 21 credits every semester, even during 
summer breaks. One semester, she registered 
for a “quartet of doom”: Organic Chemistry 
I & II and Physics I & II. 

“I graduated on time with my class,” said 
Pavlick, who sat for her boards and has 
worked as an RN. “I was determined, or as 
my mother would call me, stubborn.”

Pavlick picked up a master’s degree in 
Human Anatomy from Fairleigh Dickenson 
University and languished two years in a lab 
— “where I decided I was not meant to work 
in a lab” — before completing medical school 
at the University of Medicine and Dentistry 
of New Jersey. A residency there and a three-
year fellowship at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center brought her to NYU, where 
she was recruited to help restructure the  
fellowship program.

Upon arriving at NYU, Pavlick had 
to choose  a research focus and Franco 
Muggia, MD, former chair of hematology 
and oncology, suggested melanoma, then an 
often-deadly form of skin cancer that evaded 
physicians hoping to find a swift, effective 
cure. Many doctors did not want to take on 
the tumor, which was so dispiriting it could 
lead to quick burn out, she said. 

“He said, ‘You are one of the most stub-
born people I have ever met,’” said Pavlick, 
who also holds an MBA from Columbia 
Business School. “If you want to make a 
career (of this), you will be part of something 
that will change people’s lives.”

As with everything she does, Pavlick 
threw herself into the work with gusto. 
She and her team soon signed onto their 
first clinical trial; its subject was “Dolores,” 
a melanoma patient from Staten Island, 
N.Y. Dolores told Pavlick that her previous 
doctors had basically given up on her case, 
telling her, in effect, to “go home and die.”

Dolores started on the trial drug in 2001 – 
and she’s alive today.

“That sold me that this was my tumor,” 
said Pavlick of melanoma.

Tireless, the dedicated doctor rises every 
morning at 4 a.m., bids her five beloved 
rescue dogs goodbye for the day, and gets to 
her NYU office around 7:30 a.m. She sees 
25 to 35 patients each day, three days a week, 
reserving the other two days for teaching, 
charting, and paperwork. The weekends are 
for research.

She’s usually not back to her New Jersey 
home again until 8 or 9 p.m.

“I work seven days a week. I do,” said 
Pavlick, whose husband Neil Ferraiolo 
passed away in 2012 from cancer. “I’ve  
always been a workaholic. I like to be pro-
ductive, doing what I do in the hopes that  
I impact the lives of other people.”

Which isn’t to say she doesn’t need a 
break now and then. Recently, Pavlick recon-
nected with her three former roommates, 
Carol Malinowski Strycharz, Barbara Wasek 
Moore and Sarah Cook Beauvilliers – all 
fellow Class of ’84 nursing students –  at a 
Fairfield Reunion. The group had such fun, 
they’ve pledged to spend a long weekend 
together each year.

And when she gets a free moment or two, 
the home chef relishes some time stirring 
up a pot of something savory on the stove. 
“I am just happy in the kitchen,” she said. 
“Give me (Italian opera singer) Andrea 
Bocelli singing to me — and a glass of red 
wine — and let me at it!” lF
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* Also listed in Alumni Online Community

Anna Pavlick ’84

Hannah (Tanguay) ’14 and Sean Dunphy ’14  
were married on Sept. 8, 2018 in Woodbury, Conn. 
Share your news! Simply log on to the Alumni Online Community  
and post your Class Note. Not a member? Registration is easy —  
www.fairfield.edu/alumnicommunity. Sign up and log on today. 

S H A R E  YO U R  N E W S

“ I’ve always been a 
workaholic. I like to be 
productive, doing what I 
do in the hopes that I 
impact the lives of other 
people.”
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Steven Stafstrom ’05  
Leading the Way Forward  
through Public Service

by Nicole Funaro ’17

T he launch of almost 
every public figure’s  
career begins with a 
single defining moment. 
But for Steven Stafstrom 
’05, a Connecticut state 

representative for Bridgeport’s 129th District, 
it was a chain of smaller opportunities that 
led him to politics and set him up for a 
lifetime of public service — one that began 
during his time at Fairfield.

“I think Fairfield taught me to be the first 
one to raise my hand, to volunteer to take on 
a task or lead a group — to take initiative and 
show the way forward,” said Stafstrom. 

The first link toward his career in 
public service was Stafstrom’s member-
ship in the inaugural class of Fairfield’s 
Ignatian Residential College — now known 
as the Ignatian Leadership Residential 

College — where 
students explore their 
passions and discover 
how they can best serve 
their communities. 
He also served as a 
resident assistant for the 
Residential College and 
as a Eucharistic minister 
for Campus Ministry. 

The second link 
in the chain was his 
studies: As a double major in politics and 
philosophy, he helped reinvigorate the 
College Democrats on campus, and found 
two faculty mentors who opened both his 
mind and his life to a host of opportunities. 

Carol Joy Gordon, PhD, and Rev. 
Thomas J. Regan, S.J., both professors of 
philosophy, set him up on “a number of key 
internships,” Stafstrom said.

As a first-year student he took the train 
from downtown Fairfield to Bridgeport, 
to work on behalf of public defenders. By 
his junior year, Dr. Gordon had helped 
Stafstrom secure an internship with the 
Hon. William I. Garfinkel, a United 
States magistrate judge for the District of 
Connecticut in Bridgeport. During this time, 
Stafstrom also ramped up his involvement in 
political campaigning as part of several local 
Bridgeport and Fairfield elections. 

“I knew I wanted to go law school,” he 
said, “and I knew I had to learn the practice 
of law before jumping feetfirst into local 
politics. I couldn’t do both.”

After earning his juris doctorate at Saint 
Louis University School of Law, Stafstrom 
returned to the Black Rock section of 
Bridgeport. He resumed his connection with 
Fairfield University – as a student mentor 
and vice chair of the Alumni Association 
board – and started a family with his wife, 
Christine (Dinardi) ’05, MBA ’09. They have 
two daughters, Jessica and Julia. 

Stafstrom was appointed to fill a vacancy 
on Bridgeport’s City Council, returning him 

to the  public arena for nine months. But 
when he ran for the post in 2013, he lost the 
seat by a mere 11 votes.

A year later, he ran for state representative in 
the West End of Bridgeport and won. A mem-
ber of the Bridgeport-based law firm Pullman 
& Comley, LLC, Stafstrom is now in his third 
term in the state legislature, and serves as the 
house chairman of the Judiciary Committee. 

“As chair of the state’s Judiciary 
Committee, I have focused on strengthening 
Connecticut’s gun regulations, protecting 
immigrant communities, increasing fairness 
and transparency in our criminal justice 
system, and making our statutes and courts 
more business-friendly,” said Stafstrom. 
“I have also used my platform as a public 
official to advocate for property tax reform, 
making education accessible for all students, 
and encouraging economic development in 
Connecticut’s urban centers.”

With his feet planted firmly on political 
ground, Stafstrom recognizes how Fairfield 
shaped his commitment to a life of public 
service.

“My Fairfield experience left me with a 
stark recognition of the difference between 
service and social justice,” he said. “I’ll never 
forget coming back from an immersion 
trip in Ecuador with the takeaway that we 
Fairfield alumni should do more than just 
serve in the soup kitchen — we are obligated 
to use our talents to try to eliminate the need 
for the soup kitchen.”

“I credit my Fairfield education with 
inspiring me to never stop learning.” lF
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Steven ’05 and Christine (Dinardi) Stafstrom ’05, MBA’09 and their family.

“ My Fairfield experience 
left me with a stark 
recognition of the difference 
between service and social 
justice. I’ll never forget 
coming back from an 
immersion trip in Ecuador 
with the takeaway that 
we Fairfield alumni 
should do more than just 
serve in the soup kitchen 
— we are obligated to 
use our talents to try to 
eliminate the need for the 
soup kitchen.”

Marriages
Suzanne Bly ’92 and Hon. 
Elizabeth Bozzuto — April 20, 2019. 

Michelle Kolind ’08 and Fergus 
O’Connor — Sept. 7, 2018. 

Daniella Mania ’10 and 
Gregory Nero ’10 — May 25, 2019.

Lauren Johnson ’11 and 
Nicholas Venuti ’10 — April 6, 2019. 

Melanie Rice ’11 and Gregory 
Barron — May 4, 2019. 

Emily Barrett ’12 and Mathew 
Bleam ’07 — Sept. 1, 2018. 

Kathleen Barr ’12 and David 
Lath ’13 — May 11, 2019. 

Amanda Blaney ’12 and 
Dominick DellaValle —  
April 26, 2019. 

Elizabeth Connors ’12 and 
Alexander Silverman — June 8, 2019. 

Kathy Gargiulo ’12 and RJ 
Bogardus — May 11, 2019. 

Emily Kupper ’12 and Andrew 
Conlan — April 27, 2019. 

Alexa Polachi ’12 and Teddy 
Galligan ’12 — April 27, 2019. 

Kelly Williams ’12 and John 
Vitale ’11 — May 4, 2019. 

Alexandria McGovern ’13 and 
Matthew Nardella ’13 —  
June 29, 2019.

Emeline Anania ’14 and 
Matthew Mastrianni ’13 —  
April 13, 2019. 

Hannah (Tanguay) ’14 and 
Sean Dunphy ’14 —  
Sept. 8, 2018.

Tara McDermott ’14 and Henry 
DeMaso ’14 — June 1, 2019. 

Michelle Pullen and Matthew 
Danaher ’14 — June 22, 2019. 

AlumniNOTES

Shelby Iapoce ’16 and Caleb 
Lintz — Dec. 22, 2018. 

Births
Jaclyn and Gene Travers ’07 — 
daughter, Violet Quinn, Oct. 11, 2018.

Jessica and John Daly ’08 — 
daughter, Quinn Antoinette,  
July 3, 2019.

Amy (Wiener) ’10 and Richard 
John Nardella ’10 — daughter, 
Rowan May, April 20, 2019. 

Kelly (Young) ’10 and Eric 
Falcone ’08 — daughter, Ciandra 
James, May 17, 2019. 

Samar (Coyle) ’11 and Nicholas 
DeBenedectis ’11 — daughter, 
Lauren Coyle, Feb. 25, 2019. 

Caitlin (Dybick) ’01 and Raf 
Urdaneta, twins: daughter — Norah 
Cecilia, son — Lucas Thomas,  
Sept. 22, 2018.  

2010
’10 | Darryl Brackeen Jr. 
of New Haven, Conn. has been 
named district executive director 
of the Hamden/North Haven Y 
and New Haven YMCA Youth 
Center. In his role, Brackeen will 
be responsible for leading Annual 
Campaign fundraising efforts, 
strategic development of the 
board of managers, and building 
community partnerships. While 
serving on the City of New Haven 
Board of Alders, he was featured in 
Connecticut Magazine’s “40 under 40” 
and was awarded the Greater New 
Haven Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Millennial Move Maker Award.” 
He is married with two children.

’11 | Eric Clayton was awarded 
the Moira Erin O’Donnell Emerging 
Leader for Justice Award by The 
Ignatian Solidarity Network 
(ISN), at the first annual “Ignite: A 
Celebration of Justice” event held in 
New York City. The award honors 
individuals ages 23 to 33 who have 
received an undergraduate degree 
from a U.S. Jesuit university and 
have demonstrated significant 
social justice leadership in their 
communities.

’14 | Eric Lynch authored 
“Trusting the Federalism Process 
Under Unique Circumstances: 
United States Election 
Administration and Cybersecurity,” 
published in Volume 60 of the 
William & Mary Law Review.

’15 | Rick Dowling of Ridgefield, 
Conn., a former member of the 
Fairfield Men’s Golf Team, recently 
won the Connecticut Amateur Golf 
Championship for the second time.

Just get engaged? Planning 
your Fairfield wedding?
Let us know and we will send you 
a “Once A Stag, Always A Stag” 
banner to use in a photo with your 
fellow Stags at your celebration. 
And, it’s  
yours to keep. 

Contact us with your wedding 
information at alumni@fairfield.edu 
to learn more. Congratulations!

ONCE A STAG, 
ALWAYS A STAG
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Classes of 1975, 1980, 1985, 1990,  
1995, 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015
Save the Date: June 5-7, 2020!   
Visit fairfield.edu/reunion for more information.

REUNION 
WEEKEND

Class of 1970 save the date  
for the reunion of a lifetime! 
May 15-17, 2020   
Visit fairfield.edu/50threunion for more information.

50TH REUNION 
WEEKEND

Multiply your 
Impact! 
Hundreds of companies match the charitable 
contributions made by their employees, 
their spouses, and retirees. Check with your 
company’s human resource office to see if they 
participate in a matching gift program or visit

matchinggifts.com/fairfield.

In Memoriam
Leonard DeRosa ’53 —  
March 27, 2019

William E. Prendergast Jr. ’55 — 
April 21, 2019

Joseph F. Delano ’56, MA’61, 
CT’66 (GSEAP) — April 29, 2019

John C. Galluzzo Jr. ’57 — 
March 26, 2019

John Suchower ’57 —  
April 1, 2019

F. Robert Kurimsky ’60 —  
May 15, 2019

Michael F. Volpe ’60 —  
Jan. 6, 2019

John J. Zielinski ’60 —  
May 10, 2019

Jeffrey S. Jalbert ’61 —  
April 27, 2019

Frank J. McDonald ’61 —  
June 13, 2019

Ralph V. Resta Jr. ’61, MA’65 
(GSEAP) — May 1, 2019

Paul E. Simko ’63 — April 19, 2019

Cortlandt L. Freeman ’64 — 
March 29, 2019

Lewis M. Cox II ’66 — May 11, 2019

William J. Lavin ’67 —  
May 15, 2019

John E. Hasbrouck (B.E.I.) ’68 — 
May 10, 2019

Jack J. Zorski Jr. ’69 —  
May 23, 2019

Charles J. Coviello Jr. ’70 — 
June 13, 2019

Joseph G. Goodhouse Jr. ’73 — 
April 28, 2019

Robert J. Baldasare ’76 —  
May 11, 2019

Stephen P. Lenihan ’82 —  
April 19, 2019

John M. Paulishen Jr. ’86 — 
June 13, 2019

Joseph F. Mokos ’89 —  
March 12, 2019

Jessica and John Daly ’08 welcomed their 
daughter Quinn Antoinette on July 3, 2019.  
Share your news! Simply log on to the Alumni Online Community  
and post your Class Note. Not a member? Registration is easy —  
www.fairfield.edu/alumnicommunity. Sign up and log on today. 

S H A R E  YO U R  N E W S

AlumniNOTES

MA’05 | Kenneth Dunaj ’02 
recently became assistant principal 
at Seymour Middle School in 
Seymour, Conn.

MBA’09 | Clare Faurote ’06 
was promoted to associate athletics 
director for academic services at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

MFA’13 | David DeFusco 
’86 authored a short story, “Small 
Victories,” which was a finalist for a 
New Rivers Press top prize and will 
appear in the anthology American 
Fiction Volume 17: The Best Unpublished 
Stories by New and Emerging Authors, to 
be published in November 2019.

MA’16 | Thomas Seigel authored 
a debut novel, The Astronaut’s Son, 
which was named a 2018 Foreword 
INDIES Book of the Year award 
winner in thriller and suspense.

In Memoriam
Bettejane N. Haesche MA’53 
(GSEAP) — June 3, 2019

Alexander S. Mackertich 
MA’55 (GSEAP) — March 29, 2019

Edward J. Lawton MA’59 
(GSEAP) — March 17, 2019

Edward J. Morrison MA’60, 
CT’78 (GSEAP) — March 1, 2019

Joseph F. Delano ’56, MA’61, 
CT’66 (GSEAP) — April 29, 2019

Ralph V. Resta Jr. ’61, MA’65 
(GSEAP) — May 1, 2019

Richard E. Seaman MA’66 
(GSEAP) — April 16, 2019

Eileen Agnes (McCarthy) 
McDonald MA’67 (GSEAP) — 
May 13, 2019

Eileen Patricia (May) 
McElaney MA’68 (GSEAP) — 
March 20, 2019

Philip J. Connell MA’70 
(GSEAP) — May 28, 2019

Sybil (Ramirez) Taccone 
MA’71 (GSEAP) — May 14, 2019

Jean (Dickerson) Zapytowski 
MA’76 (GSEAP) — May 7, 2019

Arland R. Meade MA’77 
(GSC&PC) — April 16, 2019

Madeline A. (DeCarmine) 
Hauck MA’78 (GSEAP) — April 
17, 2019

Adam F. Wolf MA’88 
(GSC&PC) — April 2, 2019

Susan LaForest CAS’89 
(GSEAP) — March 24, 2019

Veronica A. (Stroup) Holz 
MA’01 (GSEAP) — April 23, 2019

Ladd T. Seton MA’06 (CAS) — 
May 2, 2019

G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L S

S H A R E  YO U R  N E W S

Amy (Weiner)’10 and Richard John 
Nardella ’10 welcomed daughter Rowan May 
on April 20, 2019. 

Daniella Mania ’10 and Gregory Nero ’10 
were married on May 25, 2019 in New Jersey. 
The bride’s sister, Alessandra Mania ’20, served 
as one of the maids of honor.
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AlumniNOTES

The Fairfield 
University  
Art Museum
fairfield.edu/museum | 203-254-4046 
Email us at museum@fairfield.edu

Hildreth Meière 
The Art of Commerce 
NOW THROUGH MARCH 29 
Bellarmine Hall Galleries

Lecture: 
“The City Comes of Age:  
NYC in the Gilded Age” 
WED., SEPT. 11 | 5 P.M 
Barone Campus Center

Rodin 
Truth, Form, Life 
Selections from the Iris and B. 
Gerald Cantor Collections 
SEPT. 13 – DEC. 21 
Walsh Gallery, Quick Center  
for the Arts

Prints from the Age of Rodin 
OCT. 4 – DEC. 21 
Bellarmine Hall Galleries

Fairfield University 
Alumni Association
fairfield.edu/alumni | 203-254-4280 
Email us at alumni@fairfield.edu

Alumni & Family Weekend 
FRI., OCT. 18 – SUN., OCT. 20 
For more information, visit 
fairfield.edu/AFW

Quick Center  
for the Arts
quickcenter.com | 203-254-4010 
Follow us! @FairfieldQuick

Open VISIONS Forum:  
Spike Lee 
“Creating Social Change 
Through Film: Do the  
Right Thing” 
THURS., SEPT. 19 | 8 P.M.

Arien Wilkerson 
Work-in-Progress 
Performance 
MON., SEPT. 23 | 12 P.M., 3 P.M., 
AND 7 P.M.

U.S. Premiere: 
Cirque Alfonse in Tabarnak 
SUN., SEPT. 29 | 3 P.M.

Open VISIONS Forum: 
Samantha Power 
“Victories & Threats to  
the Pax Americana:  
A Global View” 
WED., OCT. 2 | 8 P.M.

Ann Hampton Callaway 
Jazz Goes to the Movies 
SAT., OCT. 5 | 8 P.M.

Open VISIONS Forum:  
E.J. Dionne, Heather McGhee 
and Miles Rapoport 
“American Democracy a 
Year From 2020: Reeling or 
Resilient?  A Wellness Check” 
THURS., OCT. 17 | 8 P.M.

Women on Fire:  
Stories from the Frontlines 
Written and Directed by  
Chris Henry 
Choreographed by  
Lorna Ventura 
MON., NOV. 4 | 7 P.M.

Open VISIONS Forum:  
Jon Meacham 
“The Liberal Arts in a 
Global Culture: Gaining the 
Competitive Edge” 
WED., NOV. 6 | 8 P.M.

Joanna Gleason 
Out of the Eclipse 
FRI., NOV. 8 | 7 P.M.

Open VISIONS Forum:  
Carrie Goldberg 
“Demanding Justice for 
Victims: From Cyber Crimes 
to Federal Courts” 
WED., NOV. 13 | 8 P.M.

U.S. Premiere: 
Frédérick Gravel in  
Fear and Greed 
THURS., NOV. 14 | 8 P.M. 
FRI., NOV. 15 | 8 P.M. 
SAT., NOV. 16 | 8 P.M.

Nora Chipaumire 
The Queen vs. Nehanda 
(working title) 
WORK-IN-PROGRESS 
PERFORMANCE:  
THURS., NOV. 21 | 6 P.M.

Women on Fire

S H A R E  YO U R  N E W S

Emily Barrett ’12 and Mathew Bleam ’07 
were married on Sept. 1, 2018 with many 
Fairfield Stags and Ruggers in attendance.
 

Recurring Giving is easy!
Determine the amount of your gift, decide 
whether to donate monthly, quarterly, or in 
yearly installments at our secure online gift form 
at fairfield.edu/give.

Multiple installments add up to 
make a big difference.

No matter the size, every gift makes a positive 
impact every day. Need help making your gift? 
Give us a call at 1-877-748-5123.

FA L L  2 0 1 9

CampusEVENTS
A L U M N I  C O N N E C T I O N

Gene Tiernan ’89 and his friends and classmates 
of the St. Hubbins Band are connected through 
their love of Fairfield and for making music. For 
the past decade, they have assembled as a band 
for campus events like reunion — their 30th class 
reunion was this past June — and Alumni and 
Family Weekends. They play in other bands 
during the summer but for past 20 years the 
friends have made it a tradition to gather for a 
spirited Stags jam weekend in Vermont as well. 

Paul Simonetta ’89 on sax and Bill 
Conroy ’91 on bass.

Terry Sullivan ’89 on guitar and Gene 
Tiernan ’89 on drums.

St. Hubbins Band at the 2019 reunion. (l-r from top): Gene Tiernan ’89, George Ramirez 
’90, Chris Parker ’90, Steve Plaziak ’91, Terry Sullivan ’89, Peter Grennan ’89, Jim 
Sheridan ’89, Bill Conroy ’91, and Paul Simonetta ’89.

To view additional photos, visit fairfield.edu/reunionphotos.

Peter Grennan ’89 on guitar.

Auguste Rodin, Monumental Torso of 
the Walking Man, on loan from Iris  
Cantor as Trustee of the Iris Cantor Trust.
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At that time, Monahan didn’t 
realize that Fairfield would have 
such a lasting impact on his life 
and career. He studied communi-
cation (and minored in journal-
ism) in pursuit of his dream of 
becoming a news reporter. While 
an undergraduate, Monahan was 
president of his class, served as the 
Lucas the Stag mascot, and was 
involved with the campus radio 
station WVOF, the University 
television station (The Ham 
Channel), The Mirror student 
newspaper, and many other clubs 
and organizations. He also in-
terned for both Dateline NBC and 
news anchor Katie Couric. 

Within two years of graduat-
ing from Fairfield, Monahan’s 
news-gathering dreams came true 
— he worked as an investigative 
reporter in several New England 
cities — crediting his Fairfield 
education and the professional 

experience he gained during 
internships in New York with 
helping him attain his goal. 

“I look back on my Fairfield 
experience with an overwhelming 
amount of gratitude and fond-
ness,” Monahan said.

Now, Monahan’s career path 
has led him to a role as vice presi-
dent of healthcare at InkHouse, 
a national firm specializing in 
earned media, digital marketing, 
and creative content. He spends 
his days leading a team of profes-
sionals who help health organiza-
tions (hospitals and life science 
organizations) tell their stories 
in a way that raises awareness 
about organizational successes, 
provides hope to those facing 
daunting medical challenges, and 
inspires others to support the 
organizations’ missions. He also 
helps companies manage crisis 
situations.

Brendan Monahan ’10

Donor 
 PROFILE

“I fell in love with working in 
healthcare because I believe it is 
so important,” Monahan said. “In 
many ways, it is not surprising 
that I have found healthcare to be 
a satisfying industry. The Jesuit 
emphasis on cura personalis and 
teachings to be ‘men and women 
for others’ are pillars of my life. 
I never expected that as I got 
older, [those philosophies] would 
become increasingly important 
to me as guiding beacons that I 
reflect on nearly every day. 

Today, Monahan’s Fairfield 
ties are stronger than ever — he 
serves as social and family 
co-chair for the Boston Alumni 
Chapter and has recently opted 

to give Fairfield a recurring gift. 
“I did not financially contrib-

ute to Fairfield immediately upon 
graduating because I figured 
that I was not making enough 
money to contribute an amount 
that would make a difference,” 
Monahan admitted.

“Boy was I wrong. I later 
learned how important ANY do-
nation truly is for the University, 
largely because national rankings 
and evaluations often consider 
what percentage of alumni are 
engaged and care about their 
alma mater. Simply put, I believe 
in Fairfield University and I want 
to do my small part to help the 
University continue to rise.”

W hen Brendan Monahan ’10 first 
toured Fairfield’s campus with 
his father, Michael Monahan ’70, 
he was hooked — both by the 

University’s proximity to New York City and the 
“impressive” communication program.

“I attended an Admitted Student Day that 
featured Fr. Allen (Rev. Charles Allen, S.J.) 
cracking jokes in Alumni Hall, and from that 
point on I was sold. From a beautiful campus,  
to an ideal downtown, to a staff that made me 
feel at home, I knew that I was bound for  
1073 North Benson Road,” said Monahan.  

“In many ways, it is not surprising that I 
have found healthcare to be a satisfying 
industry. The Jesuit emphasis on cura 
personalis and teachings to be ‘men and 
women for others’ are pillars of my life.”
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THE FAIRFIELD FUND 

Why Giving Matters 

Rarely does generosity have such 
an immediate impact on the lives 
of others than through annual 
gifts to The Fairfield Fund.
Your support enables Fairfield students to turn 
opportunities into global accomplishments. World-class 
labs become proving grounds for innovative ideas. A 
classroom turns into the boardroom of a tech startup. 
A wide array of arts and extracurricular programs help 
make each Fairfield experience unique.

To make your gift today, please visit 

fairfield.edu/give or call 877-748-5123. 

Thank you for your support. Your gift every 
year makes a difference every day.

 Invest in the future of our 
students who are changing the 
world in the Jesuit tradition of 
men and women for others.
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HELP CURRENT STAGS 
EXPLORE CAREERS!

This is a chance for alumni to share 
how they got started, provide career 
advice, and help students plan for life 
after Fairfield.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN UNTIL 
SEPTEMBER 30 AT: 

fairfield.edu/jobshadow

Call the Career Center at  
203-254-4081 for more information.

THROUGH FAIRFIELD’S 
JOB SHADOW PROGRAM, 
ALUMNI SPEND A 
WORKDAY (OR A HALF 
DAY OR EVEN LUNCH) 
MENTORING A CURRENT 
JUNIOR OR SENIOR OVER 
WINTER BREAK
DECEMBER 19, 2019 - 
JANUARY 14, 2020

(l-r):  Jennifer McCann ’20, Christopher Rappoli ’09, and Justin Chi ’20


